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READER. 


THE  righteous  Judge,  whofe  Judgment  is  not 
only  inevitable,  but  infallible,  muft  fhortly 
judge  me,  and  all  that  concur* d  to  bring  the  capital 
Delinquent  to  condign  Punifbment ;  but  in  the  In- 
terim, Ideftre  to  be  judged  by  all  under '/landing  Men 
in  the  World,  that  fuffer  their  Judgment  to  be  jwa/d 
by  Reafbn,  and  not  biafld  by  private  Inter  ef,  whe- 
ther ever  any  Man  did  Jo  much  defer ve  to  die :  Cain 
for  the  Murther  of  one  righteous  Abel,  and  David 
for  one  Uriah,  had  been  Men  of  Death,  had  not  God 
pardoned  them :  Thofe  Thirty  one  Kjngs  which  Jo- 
fhua  hanged  up,  andSzuVs  Seven  Sons,  2  Sam.  21. 
which  were  but  at  the  worfi  (as  it  feems  to  me)  evil 
Counfellors ;  were  they  not  innocent,  nay  Saints  in 
comparifon  of  this  Man  ?  Thofe  that  crucified  Chrijl 
did  it  ignorantly,  For  had  they  known  him,  they 
had  not  crucified  the  Lord  of  Glory.  The  Saints 
under  the  Ten  Perfecutions  fuffered  by  the  Hands 
of  Heathens,  the  Sicilian  Vefpers,  the  Parifian 
Maflacre  of  the  Proteftants,  and  the  Gunpowder- 
Plot,  were  acled  and  intended  by  Papijls,  out  of 
a  Conceit  of  Merit :  But  for  a  Protejlant  Prince, 
filed,  The  Defender  of  the  Faith,  in  a  Time  of 
Light,  that  had  [worn  to  keep  the  Peace,  received 
Tribute  to  that  End,  and  might  have  had  the  ve- 
ry Hearts  of  the  People,  if  they  could  have  given  him 
them  without   Death   (the  Jlrongejl  Engagements',') 
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: 


To  the  Reader, 

lfay%  fcr  fuch  a  one  fo  long  to  perfecute  the  faithful, 
d,fl>  oy  and  inflave  the  People  by  oppreffing  Cruelties  : 
Jnd  when  Machiavel  could  not  do  it,  to  levy  a  War 
to  that  wcked  End,  which  never  any  of  his  Ancestors 
durfi  attempt  3  that  might  at  an)  Time  with  a  Word 
of  his  Mouth,  have  fiopt  all  the  bleeding  Veins  in 
the  Three  KJngdoms,  but  would  not ;  and  for  the  fa- 
tisfying  of  a  bafe  Lufi,  caufed  more  Protefiant  Blood 
to  befhtd,  than  ever  wasfpilt,  either  by  Rome,  Hea- 
then or  Antichriftian*  BleJJed  God,  what  ugly  Sins 
lodge  in  their  Bofoms,  that  would  have  had  this  Man 
to  live!  But  Words  are  but  Women,  Proofs  are 
Men ;  it  is  Reafon  that  mufi  be  the  Chariot  to  carry 
Men  to  give  their  Concurrence  to  this  Judgment : 
Therefore  I/hall  deliver  my  Thoughts  to  the  courteous 
Reader,  as  I  was  prepared  for  it,  if  Iffue  had  been 
joyned  in  the  Caufe,  but  with  fome  Addition  for  II- 
luftrationfake,  de firing  Excufefor  the  Preamble,  be- 
cmfe  there  is  fome  Repetition  in  Matter. 
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APPEAL 

To  all  Rational  Men  that  love  their  God, 
Juftice  and  Country,  more  than  their 
Honour,  Pleafure  and  Money, 

Concerning  the  King's  TR YAL. 


-   May  it  pleafe  your  Lora 

MY  Lord  Prefident,  and  this  High  Court,  erected 
for  the  moft  Comprehenfive,  Impartial,  and  Glo- 
rious piece  of  Juftice,  that  ever  was  afled  and 
executed  upon  the  Theatre  of  England,  for  the 
Trying  and  Judging  of  Charles  Stuart^  whom  God  in  his 
Wrath  gave  to  be  a  King  to  this  Nation  $  and  will,  I  truft, 
in  great  Love,  for  his  notorious  Prevarications  and  Blood- 
guiltinefs,  take  him  away  from  us  :  He  that  hath  been  the 
original  of  all  Injuftice,  and  the  principal  Author  of  more 
JMilchiefs  to  the  Free-born  People  of  this  Nation,  than 
the  beft  Arithmetician  can  well  enumerate,  ftands  now  to 
give  an  account  of  his  Steward/hip,  and  to  receive  the 
good  of  Juftice,  for  all  the  Evil  of  his  Injuftice  and  Cru- 
elty. Had  he  Ten  Thoufand  Lives,  they  could  not  all  fa - 
tisfie  for  the  Numerous,  Horrid  and  Barbarous  Maflacres 
of  Myriads,  and  Legions  of  Innocent  Perfons,  which  by 
his  Commands,  Commillions  and  Procurements  (or  at 
leaft  all  the  World  muft  needs  fay,  which  he  might  have 
prevented  3  and  he  that  fuffers  any  Man  to  be  kill'd,  when 
he  may  fave  his  Life  without  Danger  of  his  own,  is  a  Mur - 
therer)  have  been  cruelly  (lain,  and  inhumanly  murther'd, 
jn  this  renown'd  Albion  5 '  Anglia  hath  been  made  an  Jk?Ua- 
ma,  and  her  younger  Sifter  Ireland  a  Land  of  Ire  and  Mi- 
fery  $  and  yet  this  hard-hearted  Man,  as  he  went  out  of 
tjxc  Courtj  down  the  Stairs  January  22.  faid  (  as  feme  of 
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his  Guard  told  me  and  others)  That  he  was  not  troubled 
for  any  of  the  Blood  that  hath  been  fhcd,  but  for  the  Blood 
of  one  Man  (peradventure  he  meant  Strafford.)  He  was 
no  more  afrecled  with  a  Lift  that  was  brought  into  Oxford 
of  Five  or  Six  Thoufand  flain  in  Edghill,  than  to  read  one 
of  Ben.  yohnfotfs  Tragedies  :  You  Gentlemen  Royalifts,  that 
fought  for  him,  if  ye  had  loft  your  Lives  for  his  fake, 
you  fee  he  would  have  no  more  pitied  you  by  his  own 
Confeffion,  than  you  do  a  poor  Worm  5  and  yet  what 
Heart  but  would  cleave,  if  it  were  a  Rock  $  melt,  if  it 
were  Ice  5  break,  if  it  were  a  Flint  5  or  diffolve,  if  it 
were  a  Diamond,  to  confider  that  fo  much  precious  Vrote- 
flant  Blood  ftiould  be  fhed  in  thefe  Three  Kingdoms,  fo 
many  gallant  valiant  Men  of  all  forts  and  conditions,  to  be 
facrific'd  andlofe  their  Lives,  and  many  of  them  to  dyefo 
defperately  in  regard  of  their  Eternal  Conditions  $  and  all 
this  meerly,  and  only  for  the  fatisfying  and  fulfilling  of 
one  Man's  finful  Luft  and  wicked  Will.  A  good  Shepherd 
is  he  that  lays  down  his  Life)  or  ventures  it  to  fave  the 
Sheep  5  but  for  one  to  be  fo  proudly  wedded  to  his  own 
Conceits,  as  fo  malicioufly  to  oppofe  bis  private  Opinion, 
againft  the  publick  Judgment  and  Reafon  of  State,  and  to 
make  Head  againft  the  Parliament,  who  acknowledged 
him  to  be  Head  thereof,  fo  far  as  to  give  him  the  Honour 
of  the  Royal  Aflent,  in  fettling  the  Militia  and  Safety  of 
the  People  :  I  fay,  for  a  Proteftant  Prince,  fo  beloved  at 
Home,  and  feared  Abroad,  that  in  Love,  and  by  gentle 
Means  might  have  had  any  Thing  from  the  Parliament, 
for  him  to  occafion  the  fhedding  of  fo  much  Blood,  for  a 
pretended  Prerogative,  as  hereafter  will  appear  nothing 
in  Effect  but  to  fix  and  perpetuate  an  abfolute  Tyranny  5 
I  can  fay  no  lefs,  but,  O  Lucifer ■,  from  whence  art  thou 
falPn,  and  what  Hereticks  arc  they  in  Politicks,  that 
would  have  had  fuch  a  Man  to  live  ?  Much  more  that  think 
his  Actions  to  have  merited  Love  and  Praife  from  Heaven 
and  Earth.     But  now  to  diffefl:  the  Charge. 

I.  HP  H  A  T  the  Kings  of  %n$tarid  are  trailed  with  a  li- 
*  mited  Power  to  govern  by  Law,  the  whole  Stream 
and  Current  of  Legal  Authorities  run  fo  limpid  and  clear, 
that  I  /hould  but  weary  thole  that  know  it  already,  and 
Trouble  thofe  that  need  not  know  the  particular  Cafes  j 
for  it  is  one  of  the  Fundamentals  of  La\\\  That  the  King 
is  not   above  the  Law,    but  the  Law  above  the  King  :   I 
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could  eafily  deraign  it  from  i  Edward  3.  to  the  Jurifdi&ion 
of  Courts,  That  the  King  has  no  more  Power,    or  Autho- 
rity than   what  by  Law  is   concredited  and  committed  to 
him  5     but  the  moft  famous  Authority  is  Forte j cue ,  Chan- 
cellor to  Henry  6.  (  and  therefore  undoubtedly  would-  not 
clip  his  Matter's  Prerogative)  who  moft  Judicially  takes  a 
difference  between  a  Government  wholly  Regal  and  Seig- 
noral}  as  in  Turkey*  Ruflia>   Franc\  Spain,  &c.  and  a  Go- 
vernment Politick  and  mixt,    where   the  Law  keeps  the 
Beam  even  between  Sovereignty  and  Subjection,  as  in  Eng- 
lanJy  Denmark^  Sweden  and  Poland.     The   firft,   where  the 
Edi£l  of  a  Prince  makes  the  Law,  refembles  an  impetuous 
Inundation  of  the  Waters,    whereby  the  Corn  and  Hay, 
and  other  Fruits  of  the  Earth  are  fpoiled,  as  when  it  is 
Midwinter  at  Midfummer  5  the  latter  is  like  a  fweet  fmooth 
Stream,  running  by    the  Plcafant  Fields  and  Meadows  : 
That  by  the  Law  of  England  the  King  ought  not  to  impofc 
any  Thing  upon  the  People,  or  take  any  Thing  away  from 
them  to  the  value  of  a  Farthing,  but  by  common  Confent 
in  Parliaments  or  National  Meetings  }  and  that  the  People 
of  Common-Right,  and  by  feveral  Statutes  ought  to  have 
Parliaments  Yearly,  or  oftner  if  need  be,    for  the  Redrefs 
of  Publick  Grievances,    and   for   Ena&ing  of  good   and 
wholfom  Laws,    and  repealing  of  old  Stcitutes  of  Omerl^ 
which  are  prejudicial  to  the  Nation  :    And  that  the  King 
hath  not  by  Law  fo  much  Power  as  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  to 
commit  any  Man  to  Prifon  for  an  Offence  whatfoever,  be- 
cauft^all  fuch  Matters  were  committed  to  proper  Courts 
anciOfficeis  of  Juftice  :    And  if  the  King  by   his  verbal 
Command  fend  for  any  Perfon  to  come  before  him,  if  the 
Party  refufed  to  attend,  and  the  MefTenger  endeavouring 
to  force  him,  they  fell  to  Blows  5  if  the  Meflenger  killed 
the  Party  fent  for,    this  by  the  Law  is  Murther  in  him  5 
but  if  he  killed  the  Meflenger,  this  was  juftifiable  in  him, 
being  in  his  own  Defence,  fo  as  to  fue  forth  a  Pardon  of 
courfe  5  thefe,  and  many  other  Cafes  of  like  Nature   are 
fo  clear  and  well  known,  that  I  will  not  prefume  to  multi- 
ply Particulars. 

That  the  King  took  an  Oath  at  his  Coronation,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Peace  of  the  Nation,  to  do  Juftice  to  all,  and  to 
keep. and  obferve  the  Laws  which  the  People  have,  him- 
felf  confefles :  And  it  was  charged  upon  the  late  Archbi- 
fhop,  that  he  emafculated  the  Oath,  and  left  out  very  ma- 
terial Words,  VHmh  the  People  Jhall  c'h'ufi,  I  Book  of  Ord.fol. 
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which  certainly  he  durft  not  have  done  without  the  King's 
fpeeial  Command  5  and  it  feems  to  me  no  light  Preemp- 
tion, that  from  that  very  Day,  he  had  a  Defign  to  alter 
and  fubvert  the  fundamental  Laws,  and  to  introduce  an 
Arbitrary  and  Tyrannical  Government  j  but  tho'  there  had 
been  no  Oath,  yet  by  fpeeial  Office  and  Duty  of  his  Place, 
every  King  of  England  is  obliged  to  a&  for  the  People's 
Good  5  for  all  Power,    as  it  is  originally  in   the  People 
(he  rauft  needs  be  extream  ignorant,  malicious,  or  a  felf- 
dellroyer,  that  fhall  deny  it)  fo  it  is  given  forth  for  their 
Prefervation5  and  tho'  fuch  Men  are  faid  to  be  Gods  on 
Earth,  'tis  in  no  other  Senfe  than  the  Devil  is  called  the 
God  of  this  World :  It  feems  that  one  Paflage  which  the 
King  would  haveoffer'd  to  the  Court  (which  was  not  per- 
mitted him  to  difpute  the  Supream  Authority  in  the  Na- 
tion, and  ftanding  Mute,  the  Charge  being  for  high  Trea- 
son, it  is  a  Convidlion  in  Law)  was,  that  t   Sam.  8*  is  a 
Copy  of  the  King's  Commiflion,  by  Vertue  whereof,  he 
as  King  might  rule  and  govern  as  he  lift,  that  he  might 
take  the  People's  Sons,  and  appoint  them  himfelf  for  his 
Chariots,  and  to  be  his  Horfemen,  and  take  their  Daugh- 
ters to  be  his  Confectioneries,  and  take  their  Fields,  and 
Vine-yards,  and  Olive-yards,  even  the  beft  of  them,  and 
their  goodlieft  young  Men,  and  their  Afles,  and  give  them 
to  his  Officers  and  to  his  Servants :  Which  indeed  is  a  Co- 
py and  Pattern  of  an  abfolute  Tyrant,  and  abfolute  Slaves, 
where  the  People  have  no  more  than  the  Tyrant  will  af- 
ford them  :    The  holy  Spirit  in  that  Chapter  does  not  infi- 
nuate  what  a  good  King  ought  to  do,  but  what  a  wicked 
King  would  prefume  to  do.     Befides,  Saul  and  David  had 
extraordinary  Callings  5  but  all  juft  Power  is  now  derived 
from,  and  conferr'd  by  the  People  5  yet  in  the  Cafe  of  Sauf9 
it  is  obfervable,  that  the  People  out  of  Pride  to  be  like 
other  Nations,  defired  a  King,     and  fuch  a  King  as  th£ 
Heathens  had,  which  were   all  Tyrants  }    for  they  thaf 
know  any  thing  in  Hiftory,  know  that  the  firft  Four  Mo- 
aarchs  were  all  Tyrants  at  Firft,  till  they  gained  the  Peo-/ 
pies  Confent.     Nimrod  the  great  Hunter  was  Ninusy  that! 
built  Ninivehy  the  firft  Tyrant  and  Conquerer,   that  had  no 
Title  $  and  fo  were  all  Kingdoms,  which  are  not  eleftive 
till  the  Peoples   fubfequent  Confent*    and  tho'  it  be  by 
Defcent,  yet  'tis  a  Continuation  of  a  Conqueft :  Till  the 
People  confent  and  voluntarily  fubmit  to  a   Government, 
they  are  but  Slaves,  and  in  Reafon  they  may  free  them- 
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felves  if  they  can :  In  France  the  King  begins  his  Reign 
from  rhe  Day  of  his  Coronation  5  the  Archbifhop  asks  the 
People  if  he  fhall  be  King  $  the  Twelve  Peers,  or  fomc 
that  perfonate  them,  fay,  yes,  they  girt  the  Sword  about 
him,  then  he  fwears  to  defend  the  Laws  :  And  is  any  thing 
more  natural  than  to  keep  an  Oath  ?  And  tho'  vertuous 
Kings  have  prevailed  with  the  People  to  make  their  Crown 
Hereditary,  yet  the  Coronation  ftews  the  Shell  that  the 
Kernel  hath  been  in  :  Samuel  was  a  good  Judge,  and  there 
was  nothing  could  be  obje&ed  againft  him,  therefore 
God  was  difpleas'd  at  their  inordinate  Defire  of  a  King  $ 
and  it  feems  to  me,  that  the  Lord  declares  his  Diflike  of  all 
fuch  Kings  as  the  Heathen  were,  that  is,  Kings  with  an 
unlimited  Power,  that  are  not  tied  to  Laws  ;  for  he  gave 
them  a  King  in  his  Wrath,  therein  dealing  with  them  as 
the  wife  Phyfician  with  the  diftemper'd  and  impatient  Pa- 
tient, who  defiring  to  drink  Wine,  tells  him  the  Danger  of 
Inflamation,  yet  Wine  he  will  have,  and  the  Phyfician  con- 
fidering  that  a  little  Wine  will  do  but  little  hurt,  rather 
than  his  Patient  by  fretting  fhould  take  greater  Hurt,  pre- 
fcribes  a  little  white  Wine,  wherein  the  Phyfician  doth 
not  approve  his  drinking  of  Wine,  but  of  Two  Evils 
choofeth  the  leaft.  The  Jews  would  have  a  King  for  Ma- 
jefty  and  Splendor,  like  the  Heathens  $  God  permits  this, 
Wapproves  it  not  $  it  feems  to  me  that  the  Lord  renounces 
the  very  Genus  of  fuch  Kings  as  are  there  mentioned,  and 
the  old  Word  Conning  (by  Contraction  King)  does  not  fig- 
nifie  Power  or  Force  to  do  what  he  will,  but  a  knowing 
wife,  difcreet  Man,  that  opens  the  Peoples  Eyes,  and  does 
not  lead  them  by  the  Nofes,  but  govern  them  with  Wif- 
dom  and  Difcretion  for  their  own  Good.  Therefore  Gentle- 
mcn-Royalifts,  be  not  fo  mad  as  to  mifconftrue,  either  the 
Oaths  of  Allegiance  or  Supremacy,  or  any  League  or  Co- 
venant, that  any  Man  fhould  fwear  to  give  any  One  leave 
to  cut  his  Throat  5  the  true  Meaning  is,  that  the  King  of 
England  was  fupreme  in  this  Land,  in  Oppofition  to  the 
rope,  ox  any  other  Prince  or  Potentate,  as  the  Words  of 
the  Oath  do  import,  That  no  foreign  State,  Prince  or  Poten- 
tate, &c.  In  Caleof  any  foreign  Invafion,  the  King  was  by 
the  Law  to  be  Generaliffimo,  to  command  the  People  for 
their  own  Safety,  and  fo  it  was  expounded  by  the  Parlia- 
ment in  13.  Eliz.  which  for  fome  Reafon  of  State,  \f  as  not 
permitted  to  be  printed  with  the  Statutes,  befides  God 
told  thofe  Kings  whom  he  ha^l  formerly  anointed,  what 
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their  Duty  was;  not  to  exalt  themfelves :  overmuch  above 
their  Brethren,  to  delight  themfelves  in  the  Law  of  God  3 
out  of  which  I  infer,  that  the  Turhj,  Tartars,  lAufcovites, 
French  Spaniards,  and  all  People  that  live  at  the  Beck  and 
Nod  of  tyrannical  Men,  may  and  ought  to  free  themfelves 
from  that  Tyranny,  if,  and  when  they  can ;  for  fuch  Ty- 
rants that  fo  domineer  with  a  Rod  of  Iron,  do  not  govern 
by  God's  permiffive  Hand  of  Approbation  or  Benediction, 
but  by  the  permiffive  Hand  ot  his  Providence,  fuffering 
them  to  fcourge  the  People,  for  Ends  bed  known  to  him- 
feif,  until  he  open  a  Way  for  the  People  to  work  out  their 
own  Enfranchifements. 

But  before  I  fpeak  of  the  War,  it  will  be  neceflary  for 
the  fatisfadion  of  rational  Men,  to  open  and  prove  the 
King's  wicked  Defign,  wherewith  he  ftands  charged.  Now 
that  he  had  from  the  beginning  of  his  Reign,  fuch  a  De- 
fign and  Endeavour  fo  to  tear  up  the  Foundations  of  Go- 
vernment, that  Law  fhould  be  no  Proteftion  to  any  Man's 
Pcrfon  or  Eftate,  will  clearly  appear  by  what  follows. 

1.  By  his  not  taking  the  Oath  fo  fully  as  his  Predecef- 
fors  did  ;  that  fo  when  the  Parliament  fhould  tender  good 
Laws  to  him  for  the  Royal  aflent,  he  might  readily  anfwer 
that  he  was  not  by  Oath  obliged  to  confirm  or  coroborate 
the  fame. 

2.  By  his  difhonourable  and  perfidious  dealing  with  the 
People  at  his  Coronation,  when  he  fet  forth  a  Proclamati- 
on, that  in  regard  of  the  Infeftion  then  fpread  through 
the  Kingdom,  he  promifed  to  difpenfe  with  thofe  Knights, 
that  by  an  old  Statute  were  to  attend  at  the  Coronation, 
who  were  thereby  required  not  to  attend  $  but  did  not- 
withftanding,  within  few  Months  after,  take  Advantage  of 
their  abfence,  and  raifed  a  vaft  Sum  of  Money  out  of 
their  Eftates  at  the  Council  Table,  where  they  pleading 
the  faid  Proclamation,  for  their  Juftification,  they  were 
anfwered  that  the  Law  of  the  Land  was  above  any  Procla- 
mation, like  that  Tyrant,  that  when  he  could  not  by  Law 
execute  a  Virgin,  commanded  her  to  be  deflowred,  and 
then  put  to  Death. 

5.  By  his  altering  the  Pattents  and  Commiffions  to  th« 
Judges,  which  having  heretofore  had  their  Places  granted 
to  them  fo  iong  as  they  fhould  behav*  themfelves  therein, 

he 
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he  made  them  but  during  Plealure,  that  fo  if  the  Judges 
Jhould  not  declare  the  Law  to  be  as  he  would  have  it,  he 
might  with  a  wet  Finger  remove  th^m,  and  put  in  fuch  as 
fhould  not  only  fay,  but  fwear  if  Need   were,    that  the 
Law  was  as  the  King  would  have  it  5  for  when  a  Man  /hall 
give  Five  or  Ten  Thoufand  Pounds  for  a  Judge's  Place  du- 
ring the  King's  Pleafure,  and  he  fhall  the  next  Day  fend  to 
him  to  know  his  Opinion  of  a  Difference  between  the  King 
and  the  Subjeft,  and  it  fhall  be  intimated  unto  him,   that  if 
he  do  not  deliver  his  Opinion  for  the  King,  he  is  likely  to 
be  remov'd  out  of  his  Place  the  next  Day  $  which  if  fo,  he 
knows  not  how  to  live,  but  muft  rot  in  a  Prifbn  for  the  Mo- 
ney which  he  borrow'd  to  buy  his  Place,  as  was  well  known 
to  him  fome  of  their  Cafes,  who  underhand  and  clofely 
bought  great  Places  5  to  elude  the  Danger  of  the  Statute, 
whether   this  was  not   too  heavy  a  Temptation  for  the 
Shoulders  of  moft:  Men  to  bear,  is  no  hard  Matter  to  deter- 
mine 5  fo  as  upon  the  Matter,  that  very  Aft  of  his  made  the 
King  at  the  lead  a  potential  Tyrant  $  for  when  that  fhall  be 
Law,  which  a  King  fhall  declare  himfelf,  or  which  fhall 
be  declared  by  thofe  whom   he  choofes,  this  brings  the 
People  to  the  very  next  Step  to  Slavery. 

But  that  which  does  irrefragably  prove  the  Defigo,  was 
his  reftlefs  Deflre  to  deftroy  Parliaments,  or  to  make  them 
ufelefs.  And  for  that,  who  knows  not  but  that  there  were 
Three  or  Four  national  Meetings  in  Parliament  in  the  Firft 
Four  Years  of  his  Reigh,  which  were  called  for  Supply  to 
bring  Money  into  his  Coffers  in  point  of  Subfidies,  rather^ 
than  for  any  Benefit  to  the  People,  as  may  appear  by  the 
few  good  Laws  that  were  then  made.  But  that  which  is 
moft  memorable,  is  the  untimely  difolving  the  Parliament 
in  4  C^r.  when  Sir  ^ohn  Elliot  and  others  (who  managed  a 
Conference  with  the  Houfe  of  Peers  concerning  the  Duke 
of  Buckjngham>  who  amongft  other  Things  was  charg'd 
concerning  the  Death  of  King  JameC)  were  committed  clofe 
Prifoners  to  the  Tower,  where  he  loft  his  Life  by  cruel  In- 
durance.  Which  I  may  not  pafs  over  without  a  fpecial 
Animadverfion  :  For  fare  there  is  no  Turl^  or  Heathen*  but 
will  fay,  that  if  he  were  any  way  guilty  of  his  Father's 
Death,   let  him  die  for  it. 

I  would  not  willingly  be  fo  injurious  to  the  honeft  Rea- 
der, as  to  make  him  buy   that  again  which  he  hath  for- 
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merly  mat  with  in  the  Parliaments  Declaration  or  el fe where  5 
in  fuch  a  Cafe  a  marginal  Reference  rriay  be  fufficient. 
Nor  would  I  herein  be  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  prevent  any 
thing  that  happily  may  be  intended  in  any  Declaration  for 
more  general  Satisfa£tion  $  but  humbly  to  oiler  a  Students 
Mite,  which  fatisfies  my  felf,  with  Submiffion  to  better 
Judgments. 

How  the  King  came  to  the  Crown,  God  and  his  own 
Confcience  beft  knew.     It  was  well  known  and  obferv'd  at 
Court,  that  a  little  before,  he  was  a  profefs'd  Enemy  to  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham  $    but  inftantly  upon  the   Death  of 
King  James,  took  him  into  fuch  fpecial  Prote&ion,  Grace 
and  Favour,  that  upon  the  Matter  he  divided  the  King- 
dom with  him.     And  when  the  Earl  of  Brijiol  had  exhibi- 
ted a  Charge  againft  the  faid  Duke,    the    13  th  Article 
whereof  concerned  the  Death  of  King  James.     He  inftant- 
ly difolved  that  Parliament,  that  fo  he  might  protefl:  the 
Duke  from  the  Juftice  thereof,  and  would  never  fufferany 
legal  Inquiry  to  be  made  for  his  Father's  Death.    The  Rab- 
bines  obferve  that  that   which  ftuck  moft  with  Abraham 
about  God's  Command  to  facrifice  Ifaac>  was  this  5  Can  I 
not  be  obedient y  unlefs  I  be  unnatural  ?    What  'Will  the    Heathen- 
fay,  when  they  hear  they  have  killed  my  only  Son  ?  What  will  an 
Indian  fay  to  this  Cafe  ?   A  King  hath  all  Power  in   his 
Hands  to  do  Juftice  $  there  is  one    accufed  upon'  ftrong 
Preemptions  at   the  leaft,  for  poifoning  that  King's  Fa- 
ther $  the  King  protects   him  from   Juftice  5  whether  do 
you  believe  that  himfelf  had  any  Hand  in  his  Father's 
Death  ?  Had  the  Duke  been  accufed  for  the  Death  of  a 
Beggar,  he  ought  not  to  have  protefted  him  from  a  Judi- 
cal Trial.     We  know  that  by  Law  it  is  no  lefs  than  Mif- 
prifon  of  Treafon  to  conceal  a  Treafon  j  and  to  conceal  a 
Murder,  ftrongly  implies  a  guilt  thereof,  and  makes  him 
a  kind  of  Acceflary  to  the  Fa£l     He  that  hath  no  nature 
to  do  Juftice  to  his  own  Father  ,  could  it  ever  be  expe&ed 
that  he  fhould  do  juftice  to  others  ?  Was  he  fit  to  continue 
a  Father  to  the  People,  who  was  without  natural  AfFe&ir 
on   to  his  own  Father  ?    Will  he  love  a  Kingdom,    that 
fhewed  no  love  to  himfelf,  unlefs  it  was  that  he  durft  not 
fufler  Inquifition  to  be  made  for  it  ?  But  I  leave  it  as  a 
Riddle,  which  at  the  Day  of  Judgement  will  be  expoun- 
ded and  unridled  (for  fome  fins  will  not  be  made  manife.ft 
till  that  Day)  with  tjii$  only.  That  had  he  ma4e  the  Law 
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of  God  his  Delight,  and  ftudied  therein  Night  and  Day, 
as  God  commanded  his  Kings  to  do$  or  had  he  but  ftudi- 
ed Scripture  half  fo  much  as  Ben.  Johnfon  or  Shake fj?eart 
he  might  have  learnt,  That  when  Amaziah  was  fetled  in 
the  Kingdom,  he  fuddenly  did  juftice  upon  thofe  Servants 
which  had  killed  his  Father  Joafi,  2  Kings  xii.  20.  and 
xiv.  1,  5.  He  did  not  by  any  pretended  Prerogative  ex- 
cufe  or  protefl:  them,  but  delivered  them  up  into  the 
Hands  of  that  Juftice  which  the  Horridnefs  of  the  Fail 
did  undoubtedly  demerit 

That  Parliament  4.  Car.  proving  fo  abortive,  the  King 
fetsfortha  Proclamation,  27  Mar.  5.  Car.  That  none  fhould 
prefume  to  move  him  to  call  Parliaments,  for  he  knew  how 
to  raifc  Money  enough  without  the  Help  of  Parliaments, 
therefore  in  1 2  Years  refufeth  to  call  any.  In  which  Inter- 
val and  Intermiflion,  how  he  had  opprefled  the  People  by 
Incroachments  and  Ufurpations  upon  their  Liberties  and 
Properties  5  and  what  vail  Sums  of  Money  he  had  force- 
ably  exafted  and  exhaufted  by  illegal  Patents  and  Mono- 
polies of  all  forts,  I  refer  the  Reader  to  that  moft  judici- 
ous and  full  Declaration  of  the  State  of  the  Kingdom,  published 
in  the  beginning  of  this  Parliament.  That  Judgment  of 
Ship-Money,  did  upon  the  Matter  formalize  the  People 
abfolute  Slaves,  and- him  an  abfolute  Tyrant:  For  if  the 
King  may  take  from  the  People  in  cafe  of  Neceffity,  and 
himfelf  fhall  be  Judge  of  that  Neceffity,  then  cannot  any 
Man  fay  that  he  is  worth  6  d.  for  if  the  King  fay  that  he 
hath  need  of  that  6  d.  then  by  Law  he  muft  have  it  5  I 
mean  that  great  Nimrod,  that  would  have  made  all  England 
a  Forreft,  and  the  People  which  the  Bifhop  call  his  Sheep, 
to  be  his  Venifon  to  be  hunted  at  his  Pleafure. 

Nor  does  the  common  Objeflion,  That  the  fudges  and 
*bil  Conn  fell  cur  sy  and  not  the  King,  ought  to  he  refponfihle  for 
fuch  Ma!e-Admin;ftrationsy  In  juftice  and  Opprejjion,  bear  the 
Weight  of  a  Feather  in  the  Ballance  of  right  Reafon. 
For,  1.  Who  made  fuch  wicked  and  corrupt  Judges? 
Were  they  not  his  own  Creatures  ?  And  ought  not  every 
Man  to  be  accountable  for  the  Works  of  his  own  Hands  ? 
He  that  does  not  hinder  the  doing  of  Evil,  if  it  lies  in  his 
Power  to  prevent  it,  is  guilty  of  it  as  a  Commander  there- 
of. He  that  fuffered  thofe  black  Stars  to  inflift  fuch  bar- 
barous Cruelties  and  unheard  of  Punifhments,  as  Brand- 
ings* 
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ings,  Slitting  of  Nofes,  c^c  upon  honeft  Men,  to  the 
Di/honour  of  the  Proteilant  Religion,  and  Difgrace  of 
the  Image  of  God  /hining  in  the  Face  of  Man,  he  well 
deferv'd  to  have  been  fo  ferv'd.  But,  2.  He  had  the  Be- 
nefit of  thofe  illegal  Fines  and  Judgments.  I  agree,  that 
if  a  Judge  fhall  opprefs  I  S.  for  the  Benefit  of  /.  D.  the 
King  ought  not  to  anfwer  for  this,  but  the  Judge,  unlefs 
he  proteel  the  Judge  againft  the  Complaint  of  I.  S.  and  in 
that  Cafe  he  makes  himfclf  guilty  of  it.  But  when  a  juft 
Judgment  is  given  againft  /.  S.  for  the  King's  Benefit,  and 
the  Fine  to  come  immediately  into  his  Coffers  5  he  that  re- 
ceives the  Money,  mud  needs  be  prefumed  to  confent  to 
tjie  Judgment.  But,  3.  Mark  a  Machiavel-Polic/y ;;  Call  no 
Parliaments  to  queftion  the  Injujlice  and  Corruption  of  Judges, 
fort^e  Peoples  Relief,  and  make  your  own  Judges ,  and  let  that  he 
Law  that  they  declare  5  whether  it  be  reasonable  or  unreasonable 
it  ps  no  Matter. 

But  then  how  came  it  to  pafs  that  we  had  any  more  Par- 
liaments? Had  w?  not  a  gracious  King  to  call  a  Parliament 
when  there  was  fo  much  Need  of  it  ?  ami  to  pafs  fo  many 

?;racious  A£ts  to  put  down  the  Star-Chamber,  &c  ?  Nothing 
^fs,  it  was  not  any  voluntary  free  A3:  of  Grace,  not  the 
leaft  Ingredient  or  Tinfture  of  Love  or  good  Affection  to 
the  People,  that  called  the  fhort  Parliament  in  the  16.  but  to 
ferve  his  own  Turn  againft  the  Scots,  whom  he  then  had 
defign'd  to  enflave  5  and  thofe  feven  A£ls  of  Grace  which 
the  King  paft,  were  no  more  than  his  Duty  to  do,  nor  half 
fo  much,  but  giving  the  People  a  Take  of  their  own  Grifts, 
and  he  diflents  with  them  about  the  Militia,  which  com- 
manded all  the  reft  5  he  never  intended  thereby  any  more 
Good  and  Security  to  the  People,  than  he  that  ftealing  the 
Goof-,  leaves  the  Feathers  behind  him:  But  to  anfwer  the 
Queftion,  thus  it  was  5 

The  King  being  wholly  given  up  to  be  led  by  the  Coun- 
fels  of  a  Jefuited  Party,  who  indeavour'd  to  throw  a  Bone 
of  Diffention  among  us,  that  they  might  call  in  their  Net 
into  our  troubled  Waters,  and  catch  more  Fifh  5  for  St. 
'Peters  Sea  pcrfwaded  the  King,  to  fet  up  a  new  form  of 
Prayer  in  Scotland,  and  laid  the  Bait  fo  ennningly  that  whe- 
ther they  faw  it  or  not,  they  were  undone  y;  if  they  faw  the 
Myftery  of  Iniquity  couched  in  it  they  would  refift,  and  fo 
merit  Punifhment  for  rebelling  5  if  they  fwallowed  it,  it 

would 


would  make  way  for  worfe  $  well,  they  faw  the  Poifbn  and 
refufed  to  tafte  it  $  the  King  makes  War  $  and  many  that 
loved  Honour  and  Wealth  more  than  God,  aflifted  him  ; 
down  he  went  with  an  Army,  but  hi$  Treafure  wafted  in  a 
fhort  Time  5  fight  they  would  not  for  fear  of  an  after-reck- 
oning j  fome  Commanders  propound  that  they  fhould 
make  their  Demand;,  and  the  King  grants  all,  comes  back 
to  London,  and  burns  the  Pacification,  faving  k  was  coun- 
terfeit, they  reaffume  their  Forts,  he  raifes  a  fecond  Wat 
again!!  them,  and  was  neceflitated  to  call  a  Parliament  of- 
fering to  lay  down  Ship-money  for  twelve  Subfidies  ;  they 
.^jefufe  y  the  King  in  high  difpleafure  breaks  off  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  in  a  Declaration  commands  them  not  to  think 
of  any  more  Parliaments,  for  he  would  never  call  ano- 
ther. 

There  was  a  King  of  Egypt  that  cruelly  opprefVd  the  Peo- 
ple, they  poor  Slaves  complaining  to  one  another,  he  fea- 
red a  rifing,  and  commanded  that  none  fhould  complain 
upon  pain  of  cruel  Death  5  Spies  being  abroad,  they  often 
met,  but  durft  not  fpeak,  but  parted  with  Tears  in  their 
Eyes,  which  declared  that  they  had  more  to  utter,  but 
durft  not  $  this  ftruck  him  to  greater  Fears,  he  comman- 
ded that  none  fhould  look  upon  one  anothers  Eyes  at;  par- 
ting $  therefore  their  Griefs  being  too  great  to  be  fmothe- 
red,  they  fecht  a  deep  Si#h  when  they  parred,  which  mo- 
ved them  fo  to  compaffionate  one  anothers  wrongs,  tha£ 
they  ran  in  and  killed  the  Tyrant.  The  long  hatching 
Irijh  Treafbn  was  now  ripe,  and  therefore  it  was  neceflary 
that  EngUnd  and  Scotland  fhould  be  in  Combuftion,  ieaft 
we  might  help  the  Irlflj  Proteftantsj  well,  the  Scots  get 
New-Cu/tle,  he  knew  they  would  truft  him  no  more,  he 
I  had  fo  often  broke  with  them,  therefore  no  Hopes  to  get 
out  by  a  Treaty  $  many  Lords  and  the  City  petition  for  a 
Parliament,  the  King  was  at  fuch  a  Neceffity,  that  yield 
he  muft,  to  that  which  he  moft  abhor'd  $  God  had  brought 
him  to  fuch  a  Strait,  he  that  a  few  Months  before  affum'd 
the  Power  of  God,  commanding  Men  not  to  think  of  Par- 
liaments to  reftrain  the  free  Thoughts  of  the  Heart  of 
Man,  was  conftrain'd  to  call  one  which  they  knew  he 
would  break  off  when  the  Scots  were  fent  home,  there- 
fore got  a  Confirmation  of  it,  that  he  fhould  not  diflblve 
it  without  the  Confent  of  both  Houfes,  of  which  he  had 
no  Hopes,  or  by  Force  of  which  he  fuddenly  attempted, 

and 
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and  the  Engliflr  Army  in  the  North,  was  to  have  come  up 
to  confound  the  Parliament,  and  this  rebellious  and  difloyal 
City,  as  the  King  call'd  it,  and  for  their  Pains  was  promifed 
Thirty  Thoufand  Pounds,  and  the  Plunder  as  by  the  Exa- 
minations of  Col.  Goring,  Legge,  &c.  doth  more  fully  ap- 
pear. 

And  here  by  the  Way,  I  cannot  but  commend  the  City 
Malignants  }  he  calls  them  Rebeis,  they  call  him  a  graci- 
ous King  3  He.  by  his  Proclamation  at  Oxford  prohibits  all 
Commerce  and  Entercourfe  of  Trade  between  this  popu- 
lous City  (the  Life  and  Intereft  whereof  confifts  in  Trade, 
without  which  many  Thoufands  cannot  fubfift)  and  other 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  ftill  they  do  Good  againft  Evil, 
and  petitioning  him  fo  often  to  cut  their  Throats,  arc 
troubled  at  nothing  fo  much  as  that  they  are  not  reduced  to 
that  former  and  a,  worfe  Bondage  than  when  there  was  a 
Lord  Warden  made  in  the  City,  and  the  King  fent  for  as 
much  of  their  Eftates  as  he  pleafed.  But  furely  the  Ox- 
ford-Jhire  Men  are  more  to  be  commended  $  for  when  the 
King  had  commanded  by  hisProclamation^  That  what  Corn 
Hay,  and  other  Provifion  in  the  County  of  Oxford  covl  A  not 
be  fetch'd  into  the  faid  City  for  his  Garrifon,  fhould  be 
confum'd  and  deftroy'd  by  Fire,  for  Fear  it  fhould  fall  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Parliament's  Friends  5  a  Cruelty  not  to  be 
parallel'd  by  any  Infidel,  Heathen,  or  Pagan  King,  nor  to 
r>e  prefidented  amongft  the  moft  avowed  and  profeft  Ene- 
mies, much  lefs  from  a  King  to  his  Subjects  $  they  refol- 
ved  never  to  truft  him  any  more. 

But  the  great  Queftion  will  be,  What  hath  been  the 
true  Ground  and  Gccafiotn  of  the  War  ?  which  unlefs  I 
clear,  and  put  it  out  of  queftion,  as  the  Charge  imports,  I 
lhall  fall  Ihort  of  what  I  chiefly  aim  at,  viz.  That  the  King 
fet  ab  his  Standard  of  War,  for  the  Advancement  and  upholding 
of  his  berfonal  Intereft,  Power,  and  pretended  Prerogative,  againft 
the  publicly  Intereft  of  Common  Right,  Peace  and  Safety  $  and 
thus  I  prove  it :  v 

.  1.  He  fought  for  the  Militia  by  Sea  and  Land,  to  have  it 
at  his  abfolute  Difpofe,  and  to  juftifie  and  maintain  his  il- 
legal Commiffions  of  Array  5  and  this  he  pretended  was  his 
Birthright  by  the  Law   of  England:  Which  if  it  werefo, 

then 
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then  might  he  by  the  fame  Reafon  command  all  the  Mo- 
ney in  the  Kingdom  1  For  he  that  carries  the  Sword,  will 
command  the  Purfe. 

2.  The  next  thing  that  he  pretended  to  fight  for,  was 
his  Power  to  call  Parliaments  when  he  pleated,  and  di- 
folve  them  when  he  lift  :  If  they  will  ferve  his  turn,  then 
they  may  fit  by  a  Law  to  inflave  the  People  5  fo  that  the 
People  had  better  choofe  all  the  Courtiers  and  King's  Favo- 
rites at  firft,  than  to  trouble  themfelves  with  ludibrious 
Eleftions  to  aftemble  the  Freeholders  together,  to  their 
great  Labour  and  Expence  both  of  Time  and  Coin,  and 
thofe  which  are  chofen  Knights  and  Burgefifes  to  make 
great  Preparations,  to  take  long  Journeys  to  London  them- 
felves and  their  Attendants,  to  iee  the  King  and  Lords  in 
their  Parliament  Robes  ride  in  State  to  theHoufe,  and 
with  Domitian,  to  catch  Flies  5  and  no  fooner  fhall  there 
be  any  Breathings,  or  a  Spirit  of  Juftice  ftirring  and  dif- 
cover'd  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  the  King  fends  the 
Bkck-Rod,  and  diflblves  the  Parliament,  and  fends  them 
back  again  as  wife  as  they  were  before,  but  not  with  fo 
much  Money  in  their  Purfes,  to  tell  Stories  to  the  Free- 
holders of  the  Bravery  of  the  King  and  Lords. 

3.  Well,  but  if  this  be  too  grofs,  and  that  the  People 
begin  to  murmer  and  clamour  for  another  Parliament, 
then  there  goes  out  another  Summons,  and  they  meet,  and 
fit  for  fome  time,  but  to  as  much  Purpofe  as  before  3  for 
when  the  Commons  have  prefented  any  Bills  for  Redrefs 
of  a  publick  Grievance,  then  the  King  hath  feveral  Games 
to  play  to  make  all  Fruitlefs  5  as,  firft  his  own  negative 
Voice,  that  if  Lords  and  Commons  are  both  agreed,  then 
he  will  advife  3  which  (I  know  not  by  what  Grange  Doct- 
rine) hath  been  of  late  conftrued  to  be  a  plain  Denial,  tho' 
under  Favour  at  the  firft,  it^was  no  more  but  to  allow 
him  two  or  three  Days  time  to  confider  of  the  Equity  of 
the  Law  3  in  which  time  if  he  could  not  convince  them  of 
the  Injuftice  of  it,  then  ought  he  by  his  Oath  and  by  Law 
to  confent  to  it* 

f 

4-.  But  if  by  this  Means  the  King  had  coutrafled  hard 
v  Thoughts  from   the  People,  and  that  not  only  the  Com- 
mons, but  many  of  the  Lords,  that  have   theVame  noble 
Blood  i?unning  in  their  Veins,  as  thofe  Englifh  Barons, 

C  whofe 


[  18  ] 

whofe  Swords  were  the  chief  Inftruments  that  purchafed 
Magna  Chart  a  ^  then,  that  the  King  might  be  fure  to  put 
fome  others  between  him  and  the  Peoples  Hatred.  The 
next  Prerogative  that  he  pretended  to  have,  was  to  be 
the  fole  Judge  of  Chivalry,  to  have  the  fole  Power  of  con- 
ferring Honours,  to  make  as  many  Lords  as  he  pleafed, 
that  fo  he  may  be  fure  to  have  two  againft  one,  if  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  (by  reafon  of  the  Multitude  of  Bur- 
gefles,  which  he  likewife  pretended  a  Power  to  make  as 
many  Borough-Towns  and  Corporations  as  he  pleafed  ) 
were  not  pack'd  alfo  :  And  this  is  that  glorious  Priviledge 
of  the  Englifh  Parliaments,  fo  much  admired  for  juft  no- 
things for  if  his  pretended  Prerogative  might  ftand  for 
Law,  as  was  challenged  by  his  Adherents,  never  was  there 
a. purer  Cheat  put  upon  any  People,  nor  a  more  ready  way 
to  enflave  them,  than  by  Priviledge  of  Parliament,  being 
juft  fuch  a  Mockery  of  the  People,  as  that  Mock-Parlia- 
ment at  Oxford  was,  where  the  King's  Confent  muft  be  the 
Figure,  and  the  Reprefentative  ftand  but  for  a  Cypher. 

5.  But  then  out  of  Parliament-  the  People  are  made  to 
believe,  that  the  King  hath  committed  all  Juftice  to  the 
Judges,  and  diftributed  the  Execution  thereof  into  feveral 
Courts ,  and  that  the  King  cannot  fo^much  as  imprifon  a 
Man,  nor  impofe  any  Thing  upt^n,  nor  take  any  Thing  a- 
way  from  the  People,  as  &j  Law  he  ought  not  to  do : 
But  now  fee  what  Prerogative  he  challenges. 

1.  If  the  King  have  a  mind  to  have  any  publick  fpirited 
Man  removed  out  of  the  way,  this  Man  is  killed,  the  Mur- 
therer  known,  a  Letter  comes  to  the  Judge,  and  it  may  be 
it  flhall  be  found  but  Manflaughter  5  if  it  be  found  Mur- 
ther,  the  Man  is  condemned,  but  the  King  grants  him  a 
Pardon,  which  the  Judges  will  allow,  if  the  Word  Mur- 
ther  be  in  it  5  but  becaufe  it  is  too  grofs  to  pardon  Mur- 
ther,  therefore  the  King  fhall  grant  him  a  Leafe  of  his 
Life  for  feven  Years,  and  then  renew  it  (like  a  Bifhop's 
Leafe)  as  he  did  to  Major  PricbarJ,  who  was  lately  jufticed, 
who  being  a  Servant  to  the  Earl  of  Lindfea,  murther'd  a 
Gentleman  in  Lincolnjhlre,  and  was  condemn'd,  and  had  a 
Leafe  of  his  Life  from  the  King,  as  his  own  Friends  have 
credibly  told  me, 

a.  For 
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2.  For  matter  of  Liberty:  The  King  or  any  Courtier 
fends  a  Man  to  Prifon,  if  the  Judge  fet  him  at  Liberty, 
then  put  him  out  of  his  Place,  a  Temptation  too  heavy  for 
thofe  that  love  Money  and  Honour  more  than  God,  to 
bear  j  therefore  any  Judgment  that  is  given  between  the 
King  and  a  Subject,  'tis  not  worth  a  Rufh,  for  what  will 
not  Money  do  ? 

Next  he  challenges  a  Prerogative  to  enhance  and  Debafe 
Moneys  which  by  Law  was  allowed  him,  fofar  .as  to  bal- 
lance  Trade,  and  no  further  5  that  if  Gold  went  high  be- 
yond Sea,  it  might  not  be  cheap  here,  to  have  it  all 
bought  up  and  tranfported:  But  under  Colour  of  that  he 
challenges  a  Prerogative,  that  the  King  may  by  Proclama-, 
tion  make  Leather  currant,  or  make  a  Six-pence  go  for 
Twenty  Shillings,  or  Twenty  Shillings  for  Six-pence : 
Which  not  to  mention  any  thing  of  the  Project  of  Far- 
things or  Brafs  Money,  he  that  challenges  fuch  a  Preroga- 
tive, is  a  potential  Tyrant  5  for  if  he  may  make  my  Twelve 
Pence  in  my  Pocket  worth  but  two  Pence,  what  Property 
hath  any  Man  in  any  Thing  that  he  enjoys  ? 

Another  Prerogative  pretended  was,  that  the  King  may 
avoid  any  Grant,  and  fo  may  coufen  and  cheat  any  Man  by 
a  Law,  the  ground  whereof  is,  that  the  King's  Grants  fhall 
be  taken  according  to  his  Intention,  which  in  a  fober  Senfe 
I  wifh,  that  all  Mens  Grants  might  be  fo  conftrued  accor- 
ding to  their  Intentions,  expreft  by  Word  or  Writing  j  but 
by  this  means  it  being  hard  to  know  what  the  King  inten- 
ded, his  Grants  have  been  like  the  Devil's  Oracles  taken  in 
any  contrary  Senfe  for  his  own  Advantage. 

1.  R.  In  the  famous  Cafe  of  Jltonwoods,  there  is  vouch- 
ed the  Lewd  Lovers  Cafe,  that  the  King  granted  Lands  to 
the  Lord  Lovel  and  his  Heirs  Males,  not  for  Service  done, 
but  for  a  valuable  Confideration  of  Money  paid  :  The  Pa- 
tentee well  hoped  to  have  enjoyed  the  Land,  not  only  du- 
ring his  Life,  but  that  his  Heirs  Males,  at  leaft  of  his  Bo- 
dy, fhould  have  likewife  enjoyed  it  :  But  the  Judges  find- 
ing, it  feems,  that  the  King  was  willing  to  keep  the  Mo- 
ney, and  have  his  Land  again  (  for  what  other  Reafon  no 
mortal  Man  can  fathom  )  refolved  that  it  was  a  void  Grant, 
and  that  nothing  paffed  to  the  Patentee.  I  might  Inftance, 
in  many  Cafes  of  like  Nature,  throughout  all  the  Report*, 
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as  one  once  made  his  boafly  that  he  never  made  or  paft  any 
Patent  or  Charter  from  the  Crown,  but  he  referved  one 
flatting  Hole  or  other,  and  knew  how  to  avoid  it,  and  fo 
meerly  to  coufen  and  defraud  the  Poor  Patentee.  So  that 
now  put  all  thefe  Prerogatives  together,  j.  The  Militia 
by  Sea  and  Land.  2.  A  Liberty  to  call  Parliaments  when 
he  pleafed,  and  to  adjourn,  prorogue  or  diffblve  them  at 
Pleafure.  3.  A  negative  Voice,  that  the  People  cannot 
fave  themfelves  without  him,  and  muft  cut  their  own 
Throats,  if  commanded  fo  to  do.  4.  The  Nomination  and 
making  of  all  the  Judges,  that  upon  Peril  of  the  Lofs  of 
their  Places,  muft  declare  the  Law  to  be  as  he  pleafes. 

5.  A  Power  to  confer  Honours  upon  whom,  and  how  he 
pleafes :  A  covetous  bafe  Wretch,  for  Five  or  Ten  Thou- 
sand Pounds  to  be  courted,  who   deferves  to  be   carted. 

6.  To  pardon  Murtherers,  whom  the  Lord  fays,  fhallno* 
be  pardoned.  7.  To  fet  a  Value  and  Price  of  Moneys  as 
he  pleafes,  that  if  he  be  to  pay  Ten  Thoufand  Pounds, 
he  may  make  Leather  by  his  Proclamation,  to  be  currant 
that  Day,  or  a  five  Shillings  to  pafs  for  Twenty  Shillings  5 
and  if  to  receive  fo  much,  a  twenty  Shillings  to  pafs  for 
five  Shillings.  And  laftly,  a  legal  Theft  to  avoid  his  own 
Grants :  I  may  boldly  throw  the  Gantlet,  and  challenge 
all  the  Machiavels  in  the  World,  to  invent  fuch  an  exqui- 
iitc  Platform  of  Tyrannical  Domination,  and  fuch  a  per- 
fe£l  Tyranny,  without  Maim  or  Blemifh,  as  this  is,  and 
that  by  a  Law,  which  is  worft  of  all.  But  the  Truth  is, 
thefe  are  no  legal  Prerogatives,  but  Ufurpations,  Incroach- 
ments  and  Invafions  upon  the  Peoples  Rights  and  Liber- 
ties, and  this  eafily  effected  without  any  great  Depth  of 
Policy  ^  for  'tis  but  being  fure  to  call  no  Parliaments,  or 
make  them  ufelefs,  and  make  the  Judges  Places  profitable, 
and  place  Avarice  upon  the  Bench,  and  no  doub^but  the 
Law  fhall  found  as  the  King  wou'd  have  it :  But  let  me  thus 
far  fatisfie  the  ingenuous  Reader,  That  all  the  Judges  in 
England  cannot  make  one  Cafe  to  be  Law  that  is  not  Rea- 
fon, no  more  than  they  can  prove  a  Hair  to  be  white 
that  is  black,  which  if  they  ihould  fo  declare  or  ad- 
judge, it  is  a  meer  Nullity  5  for  Law  muft  be  Reafon  ad- 
judged, where  Reafon  is  the  Genmy  and  the  Judgment 
in  fome  Court  makes  the  Differentia  $  and  I  never  found 
that  the  fair  Hand  of  the  common  Law  of  En^land>  ever 
reached  out  any  Prerogative  to  the  King  above  the  meaneft 
Man,  but  in  Three  Cafes,     1,  In  Matters  of  Honour  and 

Pre- 


[    21    ] 

eminence  to  his  Perfon,  and  in  Matters  of  Intereft,  that  he 
jfhould  have  Mines  Royal  of  Gold  and  Silver,  in  whofe 
Land  foever  they  were  difcovered  ;  and  Fifties  Royal,  as 
Sturgeons  and  Whales,  in  whofe  Streams  or  Water  foever 
they°were  taken,  which  very  rarely  happened,  or  to  have 
Tythes  out  of  a  Parifh  that  no  Body  elie  could  challenge  5 
for  fays  the  Law,  The  mofi  Noble  Perfons  are  to  have  the  mofi 
noble  Things.  2.  To  have  his  Patents  freed  from  Deceit, 
that  he  be  not  over-reach'd,  or  cozen'd  in  his  Contra&s, 
being  employed  about  the  great  and  ardous  Affairs  of  the 
Kingdom.  3.  His  Rights  to  be  freed  from  incurfion  of 
Time,  not  to  be  bound  up  by  any  Statute  of  Non-claim  5 
for  indeed  Pofleffion  is  a  vain  Plea,  when  the  Matter  of 
Right  is  in  queftion,  for  Right  can  never  dye  ;  and  fome 
fuch  honourable  Priviledges  of  mending  his  Plea,  or  fuing 
in  what  Court  he  will,  and  fome  fuch  Prerogatives  of  a 
middle  indifferent  Nature,  that  could  not  be  prejudicial 
to  the  People  :  But  that  the  Law  of  England  fhould  give 
the  King  any  fuch  vaft  immence  precipitating  Power,  or 
any  fuch  God-lrke  State,  that  he  ought  not  to  be  accoun- 
table for  wicked  Aftions,  or  Male-Adminiftrations  and 
Mifgovcrnment,  as  he  hath  challenged  and  aver'd  in  his 
Anfwer  to  the  Petition  of  Right,  or  any  fuch  Principles  of 
Tyranny,  which  are  as  inconliftent  with  the  People's  Li- 
berties and  Safety,  as  the  Ark  and  Dagon>  Light  and  Dark- 
nefs,  in  an  intenfive  Degree,  is  a  moft  vain  and  irrational 
Thing  to  imagine  ;  and  yet  that  was  the  ground  of  the 
War,  as  himfelf  often  declared  5  and  that  would  not  have 
half  contented  him,  if  he  had  come  in  by  the  Sword. 
But  fome  rational  Men  objeft,  How  can  it  be  Murther, 
fay  they,  for  the  King  to  raife  Forces  againft  the  Parlia- 
ment ?  Since  there  is  no  other  way  of  determining  Diffe- 
rences between  the  King  and  his  Subjects,  but  by  the 
Sword  5  for  the  Law  is  no  competent  Judge  between  two 
Supreme  Powers  ;  and  then  if  it  be  only  a  contending  for 

.each  others  Right,  Where  is  the  Malice  that  makes  the 
killing  of  a  Man  Murther  ?  Tike  the  Anfwer  thus,  Firft, 
How  is  it  poflible  to  imagine  Two  Supreme  Powers  in 
one  Nation,  no  more  than  Two  Suns  in  one  Firmament  5 
if  the  King  be  Supreme,  the  Parliament  muft  be  Subordi- 

m  nate  5  if  they  Supreme,  then  he  Subordinate  :  But  then 
it  is  alledged,  That  the  King  challenged  a  Power  only  co- 
ordinate, that  the  Parliament  could  do  nothing  without 
him,  nor  he  without  them  :  Under  Favour,  Two  Powers 

co-ordinate 
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co-ordinate  is  as  abfurd  as  the  other  $  for  though  in  quiet 
Times  the  Commons  have  waited  upon  the  King,  and  al- 
lowed him  a  Negative  Voice  in  Matters  of  lefs  Concern- 
ment^ w{iere  delay  could  not  prove  Dangerous  to  the  Peo- 
ple 5  yet  when  the  Commons  mall  Vote  that  the  Kingdom 
is  in  Danger,  unlefs  the  Militia  be  fo  and  fo  fetled  $  now 
if  he  will  not  agree  to  it,  they  are  bound  in  Duty  to  do  it 
themfelves.  -  And  'tis  impoffible  to  imagine  that  ever  any 
Man  fhould  have  the  Confent  of  the  People  to  be  their 
King  upon  other  Conditions  (without  which  no  Man  ever 
had  right)  to  wear  the  Diadem  5  for  Conqueft  makes  a 
Title  amohgft  Wolves  and  Bears,  but  not  amongft  Men. 

When  the  firft  Agreement  was  concerning  the  Power  of 
Parliaments,  if  the  King  fhould  have  faid,  Gentlemen,  are 
you  content  to  allow  me  any  Negative  Voice,  that  if  you 
Vote  the  Kingdom  to  be  in  Danger,  unlefs  fuch  an  A£i 
pafs,  if  I  refufe  to  aflent,  fhall  nothing  be  done  rn  that 
Cafe  ?  Surely  no  rational  Man  but  would  have  anfwered, 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefly,  we  fhall  ufe  all  dutiful  Means 
to  procure, your  Royal  Aflent  5  but  if  you  flill  refufe,  we 
rnufl  not  lit  ftill  and  fee  our  felves  ruined,  we  muft  and 
will  fave  our  felves  whether  you  will  or  no  $  and  will  a- 
ny  Man  fay  that  the  King's  Power  is  diminifhed,  becaufe 
he  cannot  hurt  the  People,  or  that  a  Man  is  lefs  in  Health 
that  hath  many  Phyfitians  to  attend  him  :  God  is  Omnipo- 
tent that  cannot  fin,  and  all  Power  is  for  the  People's 
Good,  but  a  Prince  may  not  fay  that  is  for  the  People's  Good, 
which  they  fay  and  feel  to  be  for  their  Hurt.  And  as  for 
the  Malice,  the  Law  implies  that  ;  as  when  a  Thief  fets 
upon  a  Man  to  rob  him,  he  hath  no  fpite  to  the  Man, 
but  love  to  the  Money  :  But  it  is  an  imply'd  Malice,  that 
he  will  kill  the  People  unlefs  they  will  be  Slaves. 

Q^But  by  what  Laiv is  the  King  condemned* 

R.  By  the  Fundamental  Law  of  this  Kingdom,  by  the 
general  Law  of  all  Nations,  and  the  unanimous  Confent 
of  all  Rational  Men  in  the  World,  written  in  every  Man's 
Heart  with  the  Pen  of  a  Diamond  in  Capital  Letters,  and 
a  Character  fo  legible,  that  he  that  runs  may  read,  viz. 
That  when  any  Man  is  entrufted  with  the  Sword  for  the 
Protection  and  Prefervation  of  the  People,  if  this  Man 
fhall  employ  it  to  their  Deftrudlion,  which  was  put  into 
his  Hand  for  their  Saiety,  by  the  L<iw  of  that  Land,  het>e~ 

comes 
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comes  an  Enemy  to  that  People,  and  deferves  the  moft  ex- 
emplary and  fevere  Punifhment  that  can  be  invented  :  And 
this  is  the  firft  neceflary  Fundamental  Law  of  every  King- 
dom, which  by  intrinfical  Rules  of  Government  muft  pre- 
ferve  it  felf  5  and  this  Law  needed  not  be  exprefs'd,That  if 
a  King  become  a  Tyrant,  he  fhall  dye  for  it,  'tis  fo  natu- 
rally imply'd  >  we  do  not  ufe   to  make  Laws  which  are 
for  the  Prefer  vation  of  Nature,  that  a  Man  fhould  eat,  and 
drink,  and  buy  himfelf  Cloaths,  and  enjoy  other  natural 
Comforts  5  no  Kingdom  ever  made  any  Laws  for  it :  And 
as  we  are  to  defend  our  felves  naturally,without  any  written 
Law,  from  Hunger  and  Cold,  fo  from  outward  Violence  ; 
therefore  if  a  King  would  deftroy  a  People,  'tis  abfurd 
and  rediculous  to  ask  by  what  Law  he  is  to  dye.     And 
this  Law  of  Nature  is  the  Law  of  God,    written  in  the 
flefhly  Tables  of  Men's  Hearts,    that  like  the  elder  Sifter, 
hath  a  prerogative  right  of  Power   before  any  pofitive 
Law  whatfoever  5  and  this  Law  of  Nature  is  an  undubita- 
ble  Legiflative  Authority  of  it  felf,    that  hath  a  fufpenfive 
Power  over  all  humane  Laws.     If  any  Man  fhall  by  ex- 
prefs   Covenant  under  Hand  and  Seal  give  Power  to  ano- 
ther Man  to  kill  him,  this  is  a  void  Contract,    being  de- 
finitive to  Humanity  5  and  by  the  Law  of  England  any 
A£l  or  Agreement  againft  the  Laws  of  God  or  Nature,   is 
a  meer  Nullity  ;  for  as  Man  hath  no  Hand  in  the  making 
of  the  Laws  of  God  or  Nature,  no  more  hath  he  Power  to 
mar  or  alter  them.     If  the  Pilot  of  a  Ship  be  Drunk,   and 
running  upon  a  Rock,  if  the  Paflengers  cannot  otherwife 
prevent  it,    they   may  throw    him  into  the  Sea  to  cool 
him  5    and  this  Queftion  hath  received  Refolution  this 
Parliament.     When  the  Militia  of  an  Army  is  committed 
to  a  General,  'tis  not  with  any  exprefs  Condition,   That 
he  fhall  not  turn  the  Mouths  of  his  Canons  againft  his 
own  Soldiers,   for  that  is  fo  naturally  and  neceflarily  im- 
ply'd, that  its  needlefs  to  be  exprefs'd  5    infomuch   as  if 
he  did  attempt  or  command  fuch  a  Thing  againft  the  Na- 
ture of  his  Truft  and  Place,  it  did  tjifo  faBo  eftate  the  Ar- 
my in  a  right  of  Difobedience,  unlefs  any  Man  be  fo  grofly 
Ignorant   to    think  that    Obedience  binds  Men  to   cut 
their  own  Throats,  or  their  Companions  :  Nor  is  this  any 
fecret  of  the  Law  which  hath  lain  hid  from  the  beginning, 
ai?d  now  brought  out  to  bring  him  to  Juftice  5    but  that 
which  is  connatural  with  every  Man,    and  innate  in   his 
Judgment  andReafon,  ^nd  is  as  ancient  as  the  firft  King, 

and 
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and  an  Epidemical  binding   Law  in   all  Nations  in  the 
World  :  For  when  many  Families  agree,    for  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  Human  Society,    to  inVeft  any  King  or   Gover- 
nour  with  Power  and  Authority  3    upon   the  acceptance 
thereof,  there  is  a  mutual  Truft  and  Confidence  between 
them,  That  the  King  fhall  improve  his  Power  for  their 
Good,  and  make  it  his   Work  to  procure  their  Safeties, 
and  they  to  provide  for  his  Honour,  which  is  done  to  the 
Commonwealth  in  him,  as  the  Sword  and  Enfigns  of  Ho- 
nour carried  before  the  Lord  Mayor,  are  for  the  Honour 
of  the  City  3  now,  as  when  any  one  of  this  People  fhall 
compafs  the  Death  of  the  Governour,  ruling  well,     this 
is  a  Treafon  punifhable  with  Death  for  the*  Wrong  done 
to  the  Community,  and  Anathema  be  to  fuch  a  Man  :  So 
when  he  or  they  that  are  trufted  to  fight  the  People's  Bat- 
tles, and  to  procure  their  Welfare,  fhall  prevaricate,  and 
a&  to  the  inflaving  or  deflroying  of  the  People,  who  are 
their  Leige  Lords  5  and    all  Governours  are  but  the  Peo- 
ple's Creatures,  and  the  Work  of  their  Hands,  to  be  ac- 
countable as  their  Stewards,  (and  is  it  not  fenfelefs  for  the 
VefTel  to  ask  the  Potter  by  what  Law  he  calls  it  to  ac- 
count) this  is  high  Treafon  with  a  Witnefs,   and  far  more 
tranfcendent  than  in  the  former  Cafe,  becaufe  the  King 
was  paid  for  his  Service,  and  tbe  Dignity  of  the  Perfon 
does  increafe  the  Offence  5  for  a  great  Man  of  noble  Edu- 
cation and  Knowledge  to  betray  fo  great  a  Truft,  and  a- 
bufe  fo  much  Love  as  the  Parliament  fhewed  to  the  King 
by  Petitioning  him  as  good  Subje£ls,    praying  for  him  as 
good  Chriftians,  advifing  him  as  good  Counfellors,  and 
treating  with  him  as  the  great  Counfel  of  the  Kingdom, 
with  fuch  infinite  Care  and  Tendernefs  of  his  Honour, 
(a  Gourfe  which  God's  People  did  not  take  with  Rehoboamy 
they  never  petitioned  him,    but  advifed  him,   he  refufed 
their  Counfel,  and  hearkened  to  young  Counfellors,  and 
they  cry,  To  thy  Tents,  0  Ifrael,  and  made  quick  and  fhort 
Work  of  it)  after  all  this,  and  much  more  Longanimity 
and  Patience  (which  God  exercifes  towards  Man  to  bring 
him  to  Repentance)  from  the  Lord  to  the  Servant,    for 
him  not  only  to  fet  up  a  Standard  of  War,  in  defiance  of 
his  dread  Sovereign,     The  People,  (for  fo  they  truly  were 
in  Nature,  though  Names  have  befooPd  us)  but  to  per- 
fift  fo  many  Years  in  fuch  cruel  Perfections,    who  with  a 
Word  of  his  Mouth  might  have  made  a  Peace.  If  ever  there 
were  fo  fuperlative  a  Treafon,  let  the  Indians  judge  3  and 
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whoevef  fhall  break  and  violate  fuch  a  Truft  and  Confi- 
dence, Anathema  Maranatha  be  unto  them. 

Q^  But  why  was  there  not  a  written  Law  to  make  it  Treafon 
for  the  King  to  dejlroy  the  People,  as  well  as  for  a  Man  to  compafs 
the  King's  Death  ? 

Rcfp.  Becaufe  our  Anceftors  did  never  imagine,  that 
any  King  of  England  would  have  been  fo  defperately  Mad, 
as  to  levy  a  War  againft  the  Parliament  and  People  3  as 
in  the  common  Inftance  of  Paricide,  the  Remans  made  no 
Law  againft  him  that  fhould  kill  his  Father,  thinking 
no  Child  would  be  fo  unnatural  to  be  the  Death  of  him 
who  was  the  Author  of  his  Life  5  but  when  a  Child  came 
to  be  accufed  for  a  Murther,  there  was  a  more  cruel  Pu- 
ni/hment  inflifted,  than  for  other  Homicides  5  for  he 
was  thrown  into  the  Sea  in  a  great  Leather  Barrel, 
with  a  Dog,  a  Jackanapes,  a  Cock,  and  a  Viper,  fignifi- 
cant  Companions  for  him,  to  be  deprived  of  all  the  Ele- 
ments, as  in  my  Poor  Man's  Cafey  Fol.  10.  Nor  was  there 
any  Law  made  againft  Parents  that  fhould  kill  their  Chil- 
dren ,  yet  if  any  Man  was  fo  unnatural,  he  had  an  Ex- 
emplary Punifhment. 

Ob}.  But  is  it  not  a  Maxim  in  Law,  That  the  King  can  do 
no  wrong. 

Refp.  For  any  Man  to  fay  fo,  is  Blafphemy  againft  the 
great  God  of  Truth  and  Love :  For  only  God  cannot  err, 
becaufe  what  he  Wills  is  right,  becaufe  he  Wills  it  5  and 
'tis  a  fad  Thing  to  confider  Ir ow  learned  Men,  for  unwor- 
thy Ends  /hould  ufe  fuch  Art  to  fubdue  the  People,  by 
tranfportation  of  their  Senfes,  as  to  make  them  believe 
that  the  Law  is,  That  the  King  can  do  no   Wrong. 

Firft,  For  Law*  I  do  aver  it  with  Confidence,  but  in 
all  Humility,  That  there  is  no  fuch  Cafe  to  be  found  in 
Law,  That  if  the  King  Rob,  or  Murther,  or  commit 
fuch  horrid  Extravagancies,  that  it  is  no  Wrong  :  Indeed, 
the  Cafe  is  put  in  Henry  7.  by  a  chief  Judge,  That  If  the 
King  kill  a  Man7  'tis  no  Fellony  to  make  him  fujfer  Death  ; 
that  is  to  be  meant  in  ordinary  Courts  of  Juftice :  But 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Parliament  might  try  the  King, 
or  appoint  others,  to  judge  him  for  it,     We  find  Cafes  in 
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Law,    that  the  King  hath  been   fued  even  in  Civil   A- 
ftions. 

In  43  E.  3.  22.  It  is  refolved,  That  all  manner  of  Ani- 
ons did  lie  againft  the  King,  as  againft  any  Lord  3  and 
24  E.  3.  23.  Wilhy  a  learned  Judge  Vaid,  That  there  was 
a  Writ  Precipe  Henrico  Rege  Anglioe. 

Indeed  E.  1.  did  make  an  A&  of  State,  That  Men  fiould 
fue  to  him  by  Petition  5  but  this  was  not  agreed  unto  in  Par- 
liament, Thtlwatl  title  Roy e  digefi  of  Writs >  711.  But  after, 
when  Judges  Places  grew  great,  the  Judges  and  Bite- 
flieeps  began  to  fing  Lullaby,  and  fpeak  Placenta  to  the 
King,  That  My  Lord  the  King  is  an  Angel  of  Light :  Now 
Angels  are  not  refponfible  to  Men,  but  God,  therefore 
not  Kings  :  And  the  Judges  they  begin  to  make  the 
King  a  God,  and  fay,  That  by  Law  his  Stile  is  Sacred 
Majejiyy  though  he  fwears  every  Hour  5  and  Gracious  Ma]e- 
fiyy  though  gracious  Men  be  the  chief  Objects  of  his  hatred  5 
and  that  the  King  hath  an  Omnipotency  and  Ornniprefence. 

But  I  am  fure  there  is  ho  Cafe  in  Law,  That  if  the 
King  levy  a  War  againft  the  Parliament  and  People,  that 
it  is  notTreafon.  Poffibly  that  Cafe  in  H.  7.  may  prove, 
That  if  the  King  fhould  in  his  Paffion  kill  a  Man,  this 
fhall  not  be  Felony  to  take  away  the  King's  Life  :  For  the 
inconveniency  may  be  greater  to  the  People,  by  putting 
a  King  to  Death  for  one  Offence  and  Mifcarriage,  than  the 
Execution  of  Juftice  upon  him  can  Advantage  them  :  But 
what's  this  to  a  levying  of  War  againft  a  Parliament  ?  Ne* 
ver  any  Judge  was  fa  devoid  of  Underftanding,  that  he 
deny'd  that  to  be  Treafon.  But  fuppofe  a  Judge  that 
held  his  Place  at  the  King's  Plcafure  did  fo,  I  am  fure 
never  any  Parliament:  laid  fo.  /  But  what  if  there  had  in 
dark  Times  of  Popery  been  an  Aft  made,  That  the  King 
might  Murther,  Ravifh,  Burn  and  perpetrate  all  Mif- 
chiefs,  and  play  Reaks  with  Impunity  ^  will  any  Man 
that  hath  but  Wit  enough  to  mealure  an  Ell  of  Cloth,  or 
to  tell  Twenty,  fay,  That  this  an  Obligation  for  Men  to 
Hand  ilill,  and  fuffer  a  Monfter  to  cut  their  Throats,  and 
grant  Commiffion  to  rob  at  $Hter*$-Hift,  as  fuch,  and  no 
better,  are  all  Legal  Thefts  and  Oppreffions  :  The  Doflor 
lays,  That  a  Statute  againft  giving  an  Alms  to  a  poor 
Man  is  void  ;  He  is  no  Student,  1  mean*  was  never  bound 
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Prentice   to  Reafon,    that  fays,    A   King  cannot  commit 
Treafon  againft  the  People. 

Obj.  Put  are  there  not  Negative  Words  in  the  Statute  of  2 5 
Ed.  3 .  That  nothing  elfe  fiall  he  conflrued  to  he  Treafon,  but 
what  is  there  exprefs'd  ? 

Ref.  That  Statute  was  intended  for  the  People's  Safety, 
That  the  King's  Judges  ftiould  not  make  Tray  tors  by 
dozens  to  gratifie  the  King  or  Courtiers  5  but  it  was  never 
meant,  to  give  Liberty  to  the  King  to  deflvoy  the  People  5 
and  tho'  it  be  faid,  That  the  King  and  Parliament  only 
may  declare  Treafon,  yet  no  doubt,  if  the  King  will 
negleft  his  Duty,  it  may  be  fo  declared  without  him  5 
for  when  many  are  obliged  to  do  any  Service,  if  fome  of 
them  fail,  the  reft  muft  do  it. 

Obj.  But  is  they e  any  Prefident,  that  ever  any  Man  was  put 
to  Death  that  did  not  offend  againft  fome  written  Lav:  ?  For 
where  there  is  no  Law,  there  is  no  Tranfgrefjon. 

Ref.  sTis  very  true,  where  there  is  neither  Law  of  God, 
nor  Nature,  nor  pofitive  Law,  there  can  be  no  Tranf- 
grcffion,  and  therefore  that  Scripture  is  much  abufed  to 
apply  it  only  to  Laws  pofitive.     For, 

Firft,  ad  ea  quce  frequentiusj  &c.  5Tis  out  of  the  Sphere 
of  all  earthly  Law -givers  to  comprehend  and  exprefs  all 
particular  Cafes  that  may  poflibly  happen,  but  fuch  as 
are  of  raoft  frequent  Concurrence  ,  Particulars  being  dif- 
ferent, like  the  feveral  Faces  of  Men  different  from  one 
another,  elfe  Laws  would  be  too  tedious  5  and  as  Parti- 
culars occur,  rational  Men  will  reduce  them  to  general 
Reafons  of  State,  fo  as  every  Thing  may  be  adjudged  for 
the  good  of  the  Community. 

2.  The  Law  of  England,  is  Lex  non  Script  a,  and  we  have 
a  Direction  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  3d  Rep.  That  when 
our  Law  Books  are  filent,  we  muft  repair  to  the  Law  of 
Nature  and  Reafbn ":  Holinjhsd,  and  one  other  Hiftorian, 
tells  us  that  in  20  H.  8.  the  Lord  Hungerford  was  executed 
for  Buggery,  for  which  there  was  then  no  pofitive  Law 
to  make  it  Felony  ;  and  before  any  Statute  againft  Witch- 
craft, many  Witches  have  been  hang'd  in  England,  be- 
caufe  it  is  Death  by  God's  Law :    If  any  Italian  Mounte- 
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Bank  fhould  come  over  hither,  aod  give  any  Man  Poy- 
fon  that  fliould  lie  in  his  Body  a  Year  and  a  Day,  and 
then  kill  him,  as  it  is  reported  they  can  give  a  Man  Poy- 
fon  that  /hall  confume  the  Body  in  three  Years,  will  any 
Make  fcruple,  or  queftion  to  hang  fuch  a  Rafcal  \  At  Na- 
ples, the  grear  Treafurer  of  Corn  being  entrufted  with 
many  Thoufand  Quarters  at  Three  Shillings  the  Bufhel, 
for  the  common  Good,  finding  an  Opportunity  to  fell  it 
for  Five  Shillings  the  Bufhel  to  Foreign  Merchants,  en- 
rich'd  himfelf  exceedingly  thereby  $  and  Corn  growing 
fuddenly  dear,  the  Council  called  him  to  Account  for  it, 
who  proffered  to  allow  Three  Shillings  for  it,  as  it  was 
delivered  into  his  Cuftody,  and  hoped  thereby  to  ef- 
cape  5  but  for  fo  great  a  Breach  of  Trufl,  nothing  would 
content  the  People  but  to  have  him  hang'd  j  and  though 
there  were  no  pofitive  Law  for  it,  to  make  it  Treafon, 
yet  it  was  refolved  by  the  beft  Politicians,That  it  vj/as  Trea- 
son to  break  fo  great  a  Trufl:,  by  the  JFundamenral  Con- 
stitution of  the  Kingdom  5  and  that  for  fo  great  Offence 
he  ought  to  dye,  that  durft  prefume  to  enrich  himfelf  by 
that  which  might  endanger  the  Lives  of  fo  many  Citi- 
zens;  For  as  Society  is  natural,  fo  Goyernours  muft  of 
Necefltty,  and  in  all  Keafon,  provide  for  the  Prefervafcion 
and  Suftenance  of  the  meaneft  Member,  he  that  is  but  as 
the  little  Toe  of  the  Body  Politick. 

But  I  know  the  ingenuous  Reader  defires  to  hear  fon?e- 
thing  concerning  Ireland,  where  there  were  no  lefs  than 
1520CO  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  moft  barbaroufly 
and  fatannically  Murthered  in  the  firft  Four  Months  of 
the  Rebellion,  as  appear'd  by  the  fubftantial  Proofs,  at 
the  King's  Bench,  at  the  Tryal  of  Macquire.  If  the  King 
had  a  Hand,  or  but  a  little  Finger  in  that  Maflacre,  every 
Man  will  fay,  Let  him  die  the  Death  3  but  how  fhall  we 
be  aflured  of  that  ?  How  can  we  know  the  Tree,  better 
than  by  its  Fruits  ?  For  my  own  Particular,  I  have  fpent 
many  ferious  Thoughts  about  it,  and  I  defire  in  doubtful 
Cafes,  to  give  Charity  the  upper  Hand  •,  but  I  cannot  in 
my  Gonfcience  acquit  him  of  it.  Many  ftrong  Preemp- 
tions, and  feveral  Oaths  of  honeft  Men,  that  have  feen 
the  King's  Commiffion  for  it,  cannot  but  amount  to  clear 
Proof.  If  I  meet  a  Man  running  down  Stairs  with  a 
Moody  Sword  in  his  Hand,  and  find  a  Man  ftabb'd  in 
jthe  Chamber  ;  though  I  did  not  fee  this  Man  run  into 
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the  Body,  by  that  Man  which  I  met  5  yet  if  I  were  of 
the  Jury,  I  durft  not  but  find  him  guilty  of  the  Mur- 
ther  5  and  I  cannot  but  admire  that  any  Man  fhould  de- 
ny that  for  him,  which  he  durft  never  deny  for  himfelf 
How  often  was  that  Monftrous  Rebellion  laid  in  his  Di/h  ? 
And  yet  he  durft  never  abfolutely  deny  it :  Never  was  Bear 
fo  unwillingly  brought  to  the  Stake,  as  he  was  to  declare 
againft  the  Rebels  5  and  when  he  did  once  call  them  Re- 
bels, he  would  fuffer  but  Forty  Copies  to  be  printed  , 
and  he  hath  fince  above  Forty  Times  called  them  his 
Subjects,  and  his  good  Subjects  5  and  fent  to  Ormond  to 
give  fpecial  Thanks  to  fome  of  thefe  Rebels,  as  Muskerry 
and  Ptunket,  which  I  am  confident  by  what  I  fee  of  his 
height  of  Spirit,  and  undaunted  Refolution  at  his  Tryal 
and  fince,  ailing  the  iaft  Part  anfwerable  to  the  former 
Part  of  his  Life  5  he  would  rather  have  loft  his  Life, 
than  to  have  fent  Thanks  to  Two  fuch  incarnate  Devils, 
if  he  had  not  been  as  guilty  as  themfelves  5  qucftionlefs, 
if  the  King  had  not  been  guilty  of  that  Blood,  he  would 
have  made  a  Thoufand  Declarations  againft  thofe  Bilood- 
Hounds  and  Hell-Hounds,  that  are  not  to  be  named  but 
with  Fire  and  Brimftone,  and  have  fent  to  all  Princes  in 
the  World  for  Affiftance  againft  fuch  accurfed  Devils  in 
the  Shape  of  Men  ;  but  he  durft  not  offend  thofe  Fiends 
and  Fire-Brands  5  for  if  he  had,  I  verily  believe  they 
would  foon  have  produe'd  his  Commiffion  under  his 
Hand  and  Seal  of  Scotland  at  Edinburgh,  1641.  A  Copy 
whereof  is  in  the  Parliaments  Hands,  attefted  by  Oath, 
difperfed  by  Copies  in  Ireland,  which  caufed  the  general 
Rebellion. 

Obj.  He  did  not  give  Commiflion  to  kill  the  Englifb,  hut  to 
take  their  Forts,  Cajiles,  Towns  and  Arms,  and  come  over  and 
help   him, 

And  is  it  like  all  this  could  be  effe&ed  without  the 
Slaughter  of  the  poor  Englifb  ?  Did  the  King  ever  call 
them  Rebels,  but  in  Forty  Proclamations  wrung  out  of 
him  by  force,  by  the  Parliaments  importunity?  Mur- 
thering  the  Protejlants  was  fo  acceptable  to  him,  and 
with  this  limitation,  That  none  /hould  be  publifh'd  with- 
out his  further  Directions,  as  appears  under  Nichols  his 
Hand,  now  in  the  Parliament's  Cuftody :  But  the  Scots 
were  proclaimed  Rebels  before  they  had  killed  a  Man, 
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or  had  an  Army,  and  a  Prayer  againft  them,  injoyn- 
ed  in  all  Churches  5  but  no  fuch  Matter  againft  the 
Injh. 

Well,  When  the  Rebels  were  worfted   in  Ireland,    the 
Kin"  makes  War  here  to  protect  them,  which  but  for  .his 
fair°Words,    had  been   prevented,    often  ca .Uing  God  to 
Witneis,  He  would  as  foon  raife  War  on  bis  own  Chil- 
dren 5    and  Men   from  Popijh  Principles  aflift  him.    Well, 
We  fought  in   Jeft,    and  were  kept  between  winning  and 
lofing  c  The  King  mull  not  be  too  ftrong,  left  he  revenge 
himfelf}  nor  the  Parliament  too  ftrong,    for  the  Com- 
mons  would  rule  all,    till   Nafeby  Fight,    that  then  the 
King  could  keep  no  more  Days   of  Thanfgiving  fo  well 
as  we  :    Then  he  makes  a  Ceflation  in  Ireland,    and  many 
Info  came  over  to  help  him  :  Englifi  came  over  with  Ptyifts, 
who  had  fcarce  wip'd  their  Swords  fince  they  had  killed 
their  Wives  and  Children,  and  had  their  Eftates. 

But  thus  I  argue,  The  Rebels  knew  that  theKin&had 
proclaim'd  them  Traytors,  and  Forty  Copies  were  Print- 
ed -7    and  the  firft  Claufe  of  an   Oath  enjoyned   by  the 
general  Council  of  Rebels,  was,  To  bear  true  Faith  mU  AU 
legiance  to   King  Charles  ;    and   by  all  Means  to  maintain  his  ^ 
Koval  Prerogative ,    agtitnji   the  Puritans    in    the    Parliament  of 
England.   °Now,    is  any  Man  fo  weak  in  his  Intellectuals, 
as  '5/ imagine,  That  if  the  Rebels  had  without  the  King's 
Command  or  Confent,     murthered    fo   many  Prbtejhnts, 
and  he  thereupon   had  really  proclaimed  them  Rebels  5 
That  they  would  after  this,   have  taken  a  new  Oath  to 
have  maintained  his  Prerogative  :    No,  thofe   bloody  De- 
vils had  more  Wit,    than  to  fight   in  Jeft.     If  the  King 
once  in  aood  earneft  proclaimed  them  Rebels,  they  would 
have  burnt  their  Scabbards,    and   would  not  have  ftiled 
Jhemfelves,  The  King  and  Queen's   Army,    as  they  did. 
And   trulv,  that  which  the  King  faid  for  himfelf,    That 
he  would  have  adventured  himfelf,  to  have  gone  in  Per- 
fon  into  Ireland,  to  fupprefs  that  Rebellion,  is  but  a  poor 
Argument  to  enforce  any  Man's  Belief,  That  he   was  not 
gutty  of  the  Maffacre :    For   it  makes  me  rather  think, 
That  he  had  fome  hopes  to  have  returned  in   the  Head 
of  20  or   ^0000  Rebels,  to  have  deftroyed  this  Nation  : 
For  when  the  Earl  of  Leicefter  was  fent  by  the  Parliament 
to  fubdue  the  Rebels,  did  not  the  King  hinder  him  from 
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going  ?  And  were  not  the  Cloaths  arid  Provifions,  which 
were  fent  by  the  Parliament,  for  the  Relief  of  the  poor 
Proteftants  there,  feized  upon  by  his  Command,  and  his 
Men  of  War,  and  fold  or  exchanged  for  Arms  and  Ammu- 
nition, to  deftroy  this  Parliament  ?  And  does  not  every 
Man  know,  That  the  Rebels  in  Ireland  gave  Letters  of 
Mart,  for  taking  the  Parliaments  Ships,  but  freed  the 
Kings  as  their  very  good  Friends  ?  And  I  have  often  heard 
it  credibly  reported,  that  the  King  fhould  fay,  That  no- 
thing more  troubled  him,  but  that  there  was  not  as  much 
Proteftant  Blood  running  in  England  and  Scotland,  as  in 
Ireland.  And  when  that  horrid  Rebellion  begun  to  break 
forth,  How  did  the  Papifts  here  triumph  and  boaft,  that 
they  hoped  ere  long  to  fee  London  Streets  run  down 
in  Blood  ?  And  yet  I  do  not  think,  that  the  King  was 
a  Papift,  or  that  he  defigned  to  introduce  the  Pope's 
Supremacy  in  Spiritual  Things  into  this  Kingdom :  But 
thus  it  was,  A  Jefuitical  Party  at  Court  was  too  prevalent 
in  his  Councils,  and  fome  mungrel  Proteftants  that  lefs 
hated  the  Papifts,  than  the  Puritans,  by  the  Queen's  Me- 
diation joyned  altogether  to  deftroy  the  Puritans,  hoping 
that  the  Papifts,  and  the  Laodicean  Proteftant  would  agree 
well  enough  together.  And  laftly,  if  it  be  faid,  That  if 
the  King  and  the  Rebels  were  never  fall'n  out,  what 
need  had  Qrmond  to  make  a  pacification  or  Peace  with 
them  by  the  King's  Commiffion,  under  the  Great  Seal 
of  Ireland.  Truly  there  hath  been  fo  much  daubing,  and 
fo  little  plain  dealing,  that  I  wonder  how  there  comes  to 
be  fo  many  Beggars. 

Concerning  the  betraying  of  Roche/,  to  the  inflaving  of 
the  Proteftant  Party  in  France,  I  confefs,  I  heard  fo  much 
of  it,  and  was  fo  fhamefully  reproached  for  it  in  Gene- 
va, and  by  the  Proteftant  Minifters  in  France,  that  I  could 
believe  no  lefs,  than  that  the  King  was  guilty  of  it.  I 
have  heard  fearful  Exclamations  from  the  French  Prote- 
ftants againft  the  King,  and  the  late  Duke  of  Buckingham^ 
for  the  betraying  of  Roche!.  And  fomc  of  the  Minifters 
told  me  Ten  Years  fince,  That  God  would  be  revenged 
of  the  wicked  King  of  England,  for  betraying  Rochel  : 
And  I  have  often  heard  Deodati  fay,  concerning  Henry<ihe 
Fourth  of  France,  That  the  Papifts  had  his  Body,  but  the 
proteftants  had  his  Heart  and  Soul $  but  for  the  King  of 
Englandy  The  Proteftants  had  his  Body,  but  the  Papifts  had 
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his  Heart  ?  Not  that  I  think  he  did  believe  Tranfubftanti- 
on,  (  God  forbid  I  fhould  wrong  the  dead  )  but  I  verily 
believe,  That  he  loved  a  Papifi,  better  than  a  Puritan. 

The  Duke   of  Roan,    who  was   an  honeft  gallant  Man, 
and  the  King's  God-Father  would  often  fay,    That   all  the 
Blood  which  wasjhed  in  Dauphin,  would  he  caji  upon  the.  King 
of  England'*  Score  :     For  thus  it  was,    The  King  fent  ai 
Letter  to  the  Rochelers  by   Sir  William  Brethery    to  aflure: 
them,  That  he  would  aflitt  them  to  the  uttermoft,  againft 
the  French  King,  for  the  Liberty  of  their  Religion  $  con- 
ditionally, That   they  would  not  make  any  Peace  with- 
out him  j    and  Mountague  was  fent  into  Savoy  y    and  to  the 
Duke  of  Roan %  to  affure  them  from  the  King,  That  30000 
Men  fhould  be  fent  out  of  England,    to  affift  them  againft 
the  French  King,  in  three  Fleets }  One  to  land  in  the  Ifle 
of  Reey    a  fecond  in  the  River  of  Bourdeaux,    and  a  third 
in  Normandy  :    Whereupon,  the  Duke  of  Roan  being  Ge- 
neral for  the  Protefiantsy    not  fufpeding    that  the  French 
durft  aflault  him  in  Dauphin^    (becaufe  the  King  of  Eng- 
land was  ready  to  invade  him,    as  he  had  promifed)  drew 
out  his  Army  upon  Difadvantage  :  Whereupon,  the  French 
King  employed  all  his  Army  into  Dauphin  againft  the  Pro- 
tejlants,  who  were  fore'd  to  retreat,  and  the  Duke  of  Roan 
to  flie  to  Geneva,    and    the  Protefiants   to  accept  of  Peace 
upon  very  hard  Coriditions,to  ftand  barely  at  the  King's  De- 
votion for  their  Liberties,  without  any  cautionary  Towns 
of  Affurance,  as  formerly  they  had  5   being  fuch  a  Peace, 
as  the  Sheep  make  with  the  Wolves,  when  the  Dogs  are 
difmift.     And  the  Protefiants  have  ever  fince  cryed  out  to 
this   very  Day,    It  is  not  the  French   King    that   did   us 
wrong,  for  then  we  could  haye  born  it  5    but  it  was  the 
King  of  England,    a  profefs'd  Protefiant  that   betrayed  us. 
And' when  t  have  many  times  entreated  DeodatiznA.  others, 
to  have  a  good   Opinion  of  the  King,    he  would  anfwer 
me,    That  we  are  commanded  to  forgive   our  Enemies, 
but  not  to  forgive  our  Friends. 

There  is  a  French  Book  Printed  about  Two  Years  fince* 
called  Memoirei  du  Monfieur  de  Roany  where  the  King's  hor- 
rid Perfidioufnefs,  and  deep  Diffimulation,  is  very  clearly 
unfolded  and  difcovered  :  To  inftance  but  in  fome  Parti- 
culars, The  King  having  folemnly  engaged  to  the  Roche- 
krs%    that  he  would  hazard  all  the  Forces  he  had  in  his 

Three 


Three  Kingdoms,  rather  than  they  fhould  perifh  j  did  in 
order  thereunto,  to  gain  Credulity  with  them,  fend  out 
eight  Ships  to  Sea,  commanded  by  Sir  ^ohn  Pennington,  to 
ailift  the  Rochelers  as  was  pretended,  but  nothing  lefs  inten- 
ded ;  for  Pennington  a  flitted  the  French  King  againft  the  Ro- 
chelers, which  made  Sir  Fcrdinanao  Gorge  to  go  away  with  the 
great -Neptune,  in  deteftation  of  fo  damnable  a  Plot  5  and 
the  Englijh  Matters  and  Owners  of  Ships,  refufing  to  lend 
their  Ships  to  dettroy  the  Rochelers,  whom  with  their  Souls 
they  defired  to  relieve,  Pennington^  in  a  mad  fpite,  ihot  at 
them. 

Suhife  being  Agent  here  in  England  for  the  French  Pro- 
teftants,  acquainted  the  King  how  bafely  Pennington  had 
dealt,  and  that  the  Engjjjh  Ships  had  mowed  down  the 
Roche!  Ships  like  Grafs,  not  only  to  the  great  Danger  and 
Lofs  of  the  Rochelers,  but  to  the  eternal  Dishonour  of  this 
Nation,  Scandal  of  our  Religion,  and  Difadvantage  of 
the  general  Affairs  of  all  the  Proteftants  in  Chriftendom. 
The  King  feems  to  be  difpleafed,  and  fays,  What  a 
Knave  is  this  Pennington  ?  But  whether  it  was  not  fained, 
let  all  the  World  judge  :  But  the  Thing  being  fo  plain, 
faid  Suhife  to  the  King,  Sir,  Why  did  the  Englifi  Ships 
affift  the  French  King  5  and  thofe  that  would  not,  were 
fhot  at  by  your  Admiral  ?  The  French  Proteftants  are  no 
Fools  ;  how  can  I  make  them  believe  tnat  you  intend 
their  Welfare  ?  The  King  was  much  put  to  it  for  a  rea- 
dy Anfwer  5  but  at  laft  thus  it  was  patch'd  up,  That  the 
French  King  had  a  Defign  to  be  revenged  of  Genoa  for 
fome  former  Affront  5  and  that  the  King  lent  him  Eight 
Englt/h  Ships  to  be  employed  for  Genoa,  and  that  failing 
towards  Genoa,  they  met  with  fome  of  the  Rochelers 
accidentally,  and  that  the  Englifi  did  but  look  on,  and 
could  not  help  it,  not  having  any  Commiffion  to  fight 
at  that  prefent  $  wherein  the  Rochelers  might,  and  would 
have  declined  a  Sea-fight,  if  they  had  not,  expefted  our 
Affiftance.  But  ftill  the  poor  Proteftants  were  willing, 
rather  to  blame  Pennington  than  the  King  5  who  in  great 
feeming  Zeal,  being  Surety  for  the  laft  Peace  between 
the  French  King,  and  his  Proteftant  Subje&s,  fends  Devicl^ 
to  the  Duke  of  Roan,  to  affure  him,  That  if  Rachel  were 
not  fpeedily  fet  at  Liberty,  (which  the  French  King  had 
befieged,    contrary  to  his  Agreement)  he  would  employ 
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Ins  whole  Strength,  and  in  his  ownPerfon  fee  it  performed  5 
which  not  being  done,  then  the  King  fends  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham   to  the  Ifle   of  Ree>  and  gives  new   Hopes  of 
better  Succefs    to  Subife,    commanding  the  Admiral  and 
Officers    in  the  Fleet,  in  Subifes's  hearing,   to  do  nothing 
without  his  Advice  :  But  when  the  Duke  came  to  land  at  the 
Ifle   of  Ree>  many   gallant   Englifi   Men   loft   their  Lives, 
and  the  Duke  brought  back  300  Tuns  of  Corn  from  the 
Rocbekrsy  which  he  had  borrowed  of  them,  pretending  a 
Neceffity    for  the  Englijh   Men,    which   was    but  feined, 
knowing  it  was  a  City  impregnable,    fo  long  as  they  had 
Provifion  within.     I  confels  the  Rochelers    were  not  wife, 
to  lend  the  Duke  their  Corn,    confidering  how  they  had 
been  dealt  with  :  But  what  a  bafe  Thing  was  it,    fo  to 
betray  them,  and  to  fwear  unto  them,  That  they  fhould 
have  Corn  enough  fent  from  England,  before  they  wanted 
it.     And  for    a  long   time,    God    did  miraculoufly  fend 
them  in  a  new  kind  of  Fifh,    which   they  never  had  be- 
fore.    But  when  the  Duke  came  to  Court,    he  made  the 
honeft  Engliflj  believe,  that  Rocbel  would  fuddenly  be  re- 
lieved,   and  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  Danger  of  the 
lofs  of  it  '7   but  Secretary  Coolly  an  honeft   understanding 
Gentleman,  and  the  only  Friend  at  Courf  to  the  Roche- 
lerSy    labouring  to  improve  his  Power  to  fend  fome  Suc- 
cour to  Rochely  was  fuddetily  fent  away  from  Court  upon 
fome  fleevelefs  Errand,  or  as  fome  fay,  to  Port/mouthy  un- 
der colour  of  providing  Corn  for  Rcchel  5    but  the  Duke 
foon  after  went  thither,  and  faid,  His  Life  upon  it,     Ro- 
che/ is  fafc  enough  :  And   the  next  Day,    Subife  being  at 
Portsmouth,    he  preis'd  the   Duke  of  Buckingham  moft  im- 
portunately to  fend  Relief  to  R.ochel  then  or  never  5  the 
Duke  told  him  that   he  had  juit  then  heard  good  News 
of  the   victualling  of  Roche!,  which  he  was  going  to  tell 
the  King  y  which  Subife  making  doubt  of,    the  Duke  af- 
firmed it  by    an   Oath,    and    having  the  Words    in  his 
Mouth,    he  was  ftabb'd  by    Felton,    and   inftantly  dy'd  : 
The  poor  Rochelers  feeing  themfelves  fo  betray'd,  exclaim'd 
of  the  Engl'fr,  and  were  conftrain'd  through  Famine   to 
furrender  the  City  5    yet  n^w   Aflfurances   came  from  the 
King  to  the  Duke  of  Roan,  that  he  fhould  never  be  abaiv 
don'd,  and  that  he  fhould  not  be  difmay'd,  nor  aftonifh'd 
for  the  lofs  of  Rachel. 
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But  Subife  /poke  his  Mind  freely  at  Court,  That  tbr 
Englifk  had  betrayed  Roche!y  and  that  the  lofs  of  that  City 
was  the  apparent  Perdition,  and  lofs  of  92  Places  of 
Strength  from  the  French  Proteftants  in  Langitcdoc^  Pied- 
mont and  Dauphin,  therefore  it  was  thought  fit  that  he 
fhould  have  a  Fig  given  him  to  flop  his  Mouth  :  Well, 
not  long  after,  Two  Capuchines  were  fent  into  England 
to  kill  honeft  Subife,  and  the  one  of  them  difcovercd  the 
other  5  Subife  rewarded  the  difcoverer,  and  demanded  Ju- 
ftice  here  agsinft  the  other  who  was  a  Prifoner,  but  by 
what  Means  you  may  eafily  imagine,  that  aflfaffinate  Raf- 
cal,  infteadof  being  whip'd,  or  receiving  fome  more  fe- 
vere  Punifhment,  was  releafed.  and  fent  back  into  Franc* 
with  Money  in  his  Purfe,  and  om  of  the  Meffengers  that 
was  fent  from  Roche!  to  complain  of  thofe  abominable 
Treacheries,  was  taken  here  5  and  as  the  Duke  of  Roan 
writes,  was  hang'd  for  fome  pretended  Felony  or  Trea- 
fon,  and  much  more  to  this  Purpofe  may  be  found  in 
the  Duke  of  Roan's  Memorials  5  but  yet  I  know  many 
wife  fober  Men  do  acquit  the  King  from  ths  guilt  of  the 
lofs  of  Roche!,  and  lay  it  upon  the  Duke,  as  if  it  v/ere  but 
a  lofs  of  his  Reputation  $  they  fay  that  the  Duke  of  Buckc 
ingham  agitated  nis  Affairs  neither  for  Religion,  nor  the 
Honour  of  his  Matter,  but  only  to  fitisfie  his  Paffion  in 
foolifh  Vows  which  he  made  in  France^  entred  upon  a 
War  ;  and  that  the  Bufinefs  mifcarried  through  Ignorance, 
and  for  want  of  Underftanding  to  manage  fo  difficult  a 
Negociation,  he  being  unfit  to  be  an  Admiral  or  General. 

I  confefs  that  for  many  Years  I  was  of  that  Opinion, 
and  thought  that  the  King  was  feduced  by  evil  Council, 
and  fome  thought  that  Buckingham  and  others  ruled  him 
as  a  Child,  and  durft  do  what  they  lift  :  But  certainly  he 
was  too  Politick  and  Subtil  a  Man  to  be  fwayed  by  any 
Thing  but  his  own  Judgment  5  fince  Nafeby's  Letters,  I 
ever  thought  him  Principal  in  all  Tranfaftions  of  State, 
and  the  wifeft  -about  him  but  AccefTaries  5  he  never  a£ied 
by  any  implicit  Faith  in  State  Matters,  the  proudeft  of 
them  all  durft  never  crofs  him  in  any  Defign  when  he  had 
once  refolved  upon  it.  Is  any  Man  fo  foft-brained,  to 
think  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  durft  betray  Rochet 
without  his  Command  ?  Would  not  he  have  hanged  them 
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up  at  their  return,  if  they  had  wilfully  tranfgrefled  his 
Commands  ?  A  thoufarsd  fuch  Excufes  made  for  him,  are 
but  like  Infi  Quagmires,  that  have  no  folid  Ground  or 
Foundation  in  Reafon  :  He  was  well  known  to  be  a 
great  Student  in  his  younger  Days,  that  his  Father  would 
fay,  He  muft  make  him  a  Bi/hop :  He  had  more  learning 
and  dexterity  in  State  Affairs  undoubtedly,  than  all  the 
Kings  in  Chriftendom  :  If  he  had  had  Grace  anfwerable  to 
his  ftrong  Parts,  he  had  been  another  Solomon,  but  his 
Wit  and  Knowledge  proved  like  a  Sword  in  a  Mad-Man's 
Hands  5  he  was  a  ftranger  to  the  Work  of  Grace,  and  the 
Spirit  of  God,  as  the  poor  Creature  confefs'd  to  me 
foon  after  he  was  condemned  3  and  all  thofe  Mceanders  in 
State,  his  ferpentive  turnings  and  windings,  have  but 
brought  him  to  Shame^tnd  Confufion  ;  but  1  am  fully 
fatisfied,  none  of  his  Council  durft  ever  advife  him  to 
.any  Thing,  but  what  they  knew  before  he  refolved  to 
have  done  5  and  that  they  durft  as  well  take  a  Bear  by 
the  Tooth,  as  do,  or  conient  to  the  doing  of  any  Thing, 
but  what  they  knew  would  pleafe  him  ?  they  did  but 
hew  and  fquare  Timber,  he  was  the  Mafter-Builder,  that 
gave  the  Form  to  every  Architecture,  and  being  fo  able 
and  judicious  to  difcern  of  every  Man's  Merits.  Never 
think  that  the  Duke,  or  Pennington,  or  any  Judge,  or  Offi- 
cer, did  ever  any  Thing  for  his  Advantage  without  his 
Command,  againft  Law  or  Honour. 

Upon  all  which  Premifes  5  may  it  pleafe  your  Lord/hip, 
I  do  humbly  demand  and  pray  the  Juftice  of  this  High 
Court,  and  yet  not  I,  but  the  innocent  Blood  that  hath 
been  flied  in  the  three  Kingdoms,  demands  Juftice  againft 
him  :  This  Blood  is  vocal,  and  cries  loud,  and  yet  fpeaks 
no  better,  but  much  louder  than  the  Blood  of  Abel  \  for 
what  Proportion  hath  the  Blood  of  that  righteous  Man, 
to  the  Blood  of  fo  many  Thoufands?  If  King  Ah  ah  and 
Queen  Jezabel,  for  the  Blood  of  one  righteous  Nabot'h 
(  who  would  not  fell  his  Inheritance  for  the  full  Value  ) 
were  juftly  put  to  death,  what  Punifhmentdoes  he  deferve, 
that  is  guilty  of  the  Blood  of  Thoufands,  and  fought  for 
a  pretended  Prerogative,  that  he  might  have  any  Man's 
Eftate  that  he  liked,  without  paying  for  it?  This  Blood 
hath  long  cried,  how  long  Parliament,  how  lonq;  Army, 
will  ye  forbear  to  avenge  our  Blopd  ?  Will  ye  not  do  Juftic^ 
-  upon 
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upon  the  capital  Author  of  all  Injuftice  ?  When  will  ye  take 
the  proud  Lyon  by  the  Beard, that  defies  you  with  imperious 
Exultations,  what's  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ?    What's  the 
Army  ?  As  Pbaroah  faid,  ivbo  is  tbe  Lord  ?   And  ivbo  is  Mofes  ? 
1  am  not  accountable  to  any  Power  on  Earth,  thofe  that 
were   murthered  at  Brainford,  knockt  on  the  Head  in  the 
Water,  and  thofe  honeft  Souls  that  were  kilPd  in  cold  Blood 
at  Bolton   and  Leverpool   in  Lanc&Jhirey     at   Bartomley  in   Cbe- 
jVire,  and  many  other  Places,  their  Blood  Cries  Night  and 
Day   for  Juftice  againft  him,    their  Wives  and  Children 
cry,  Juftice  upon  the  Murtherer,  or  elfe  give  us  our  Fa- 
thers and  Husbands  again  3  nay  ihould  the  People  be  filent, 
the  very  Stones  and  Timber  of  the  Houfes  would  cry  for 
Juftice  againft   him.     But  my  Lord,  before  I  pray  Judg- 
ment, 1  humbly    crave  leave   to  fpeak  to  two  Particulars, 
1.     Concerning  the   Prifoner :  When  I  confider  what  he 
was,  and  how  many   Prayers  have  been  made   for   him, 
though  I  know  that  all  the  World  cannot  rcftore  him,  nor 
fave  his  Life,  becaufe  God  will  not  forgive  his  temporal 
Punifhment,  yet  if  God  in  him  will  be  p  leafed  to  add  one 
Example  more  to  the  Church,  of  his  unchangeable  Love 
to  his  Elefl:  in  Chrift,  not  knowing  but  that  he  may  belong 
to  the  Eieflion  of  Grace  5  I  am  troubled  in  my  Spirit,  in 
regard  of  his  eternal  Condition,  for  fear  that  he   fhould 
depart  this  Life,  without  Love  and  Reconciliation  to  all 
thofe  Saints  whom  he  hath  fcorned  under  the  Notion  of 
PrefbyterianSy  Anabaptijis^  Independants  and  SeBaries :  It    can- 
not be  denyed,  but  that  he  hath  fpent  all  his  Days  in  un- 
meafufable  Pride  j  that  during  his  whole  Reign,  he  hath 
deported  himfelf  as  a  God,  been  depended  upon,  and  a- 
dorvd  as  God  5  that  hath  challenged  and  aflured  an  Om- 
nipotent Power,  an  earthly  Omnipotence*  that  with  the 
Breath  of  his  Mouth  hath  diffolved   Parliaments,  his  Non 
placet  hath  made  all  the  Councils  of  that  fupreme  Court  to 
become  Abortives  ;  Non  euro  hath  been  his  Motto,   who  in- 
{lead  of  being  honoured  as  good  Kings  ought  to  be,  and 
-   no  more,  hath  been  idolized  and  adored,  as  our  good  God 
only  ought  to  be  :  A  Man  that  hath  /hot  all  his  Arrows  a- 
gainft  the  Upright  in  the  Land,  hated  Chrift  in  his  Mem- 
bers, fwallowed  down  Unrighteoufnefs  as  the  Ox  drinks 
Water,  efteemed  the  Needy  as  his  Foot-ftool  cru/ht  honeft 
publick  fpirited  Men,  and  grieved  when  he  could  not  afflift- 
the  Honeft  more  then  he  did,  counted  it  the  beft  Art  and 
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Policy  to  fupprcfs  the  Righteous,  and  to  give  way  to  his 
Courtier6  fo  to  gripe,  grind,  opprefs  and  over-reach  the 
free  People  of  the  Land,  that  he  might  do  what  he  lift 
(the  remembrance  whereof  would  pierce  his  Soul,  if  he 
knew  the  Precioufnefs  of  it  )  but  all  Sins  to  an  infinite 
Mercy  are  equally  pardonable,  therefore  my  Prayer  for  this 
poor  Wretch  fhall  be,  that  God  would  fo  give  him  Repen- 
tance to  Life,  that  he  may  believe  in  that  Chrift,  whom 
he  hath  imprifoned;  perfecuted  and  murthered  in  the 
Saints  3  that  he  which  hath  lived  a  Tyrant,  and  hated 
nothing  fo  much  as  Holinefs,  may  die  a  Convert,  and  in 
love  to  the  Saints  in  England,  that  fo  the  Tears  of  the  Op- 
preffed  and  the  Afflicted,  may  not  be  as  fo  many  fiery  fling- 
ing Serpents,  caufing  an  eternal  Defpairing,  continual  Hor- 
ror to  this  miferable  Man,  when  ail  Tyrants  /hall  be  a- 
ftoni/h'd,  and  innocent  Blood  will  affright  me  more  than 
twelve  Legions  of  Devils.  All  the  hurt  I  wi/h  to  him 
is,  That  he  may  look  the  Saints  in  the  Face  with  Com- 
fort, for  the  Saints  muft  judge  the  World  5  and  however 
it  may  be,  he  or  his  Adherents  may  think  it  a  brave  Roman 
Spirit,  not  to  repent  of  any  Thing,  nor  exprefs  any  Sor- 
row for  any  Sin,  though  never  io  horrid,  taking  more 
Care,  and  Fear  not  to  change  their  Countenance  upon  the 
Scaffold,  than  what  /hall  become  of  them  after  Death? 
Yet  I  befeech  your  Lord/hip  that  I  may  tell  him,  and  all  the 
Malignants  now  living  but  this,  Charles  Stuart ,  unlefs  you 
depart  thi$  Life  in  Love  and  Reconciliation  to  all  thofe 
Saints  and  godly  Men  whom  you  have  either  ignorantly  or 
malicioufly  oppofed,  mockt,  and  perfecuted,  and  ftillfcorn 
and  jeer  at,  as  Hereticks  and  Sectaries,  there  is  no  more 
Hopes  for  you  ever  to  fee  God  in  Comfort,  then  for  me  to 
touch  the  Heavens  with  my  Finger,  or  with  a  Word  to 
annihilate  this  great  Building,  or  for  the  Devil  to  be  faved, 
which  he  might  be,  if  he  could  love  a  Saint  as  fuch  :  No, 
Sir,  it  will  be  too  late  for  you  to  fay  to  thofe  Saints,  whom 
you  have  defiled,  give  me  fome  of  your  Holinefs,  that  I 
may  behold  God's  angry  Countenance  j  you  can  expect  no 
Anfwer,  but  go,  buy  Sir  of  thofe  Soul-huckfters,  your 
Bi/hops,  which  fed  you  with  Chaff  and  Poyfon,  and  now 
you  mull  feed  upon  Fire  and  Brimftone  to  all  Eternity. 

2.  Concerning  my  felf,  I  bear  no  more  Malice  to  the 
Man's  Perforr,  than  I  do  to  my  dear  Father  5  but  I  hate  that 
curfed  Principle  of  Tyranny,   that  has  fo  long  lodg'd  and 
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harbour'd  within  him,  which  has  turned  our  Waters  of 
Law  into  Blood  5  and  therefore  upon  that  malignant  Prin- 
ciple, I  hope  this  High  Court  (  which  is  an  Habitation  of 
Juftice,  and  a  Royal  Palace  of  Principles  of  Freedom  ) 
will  do  fpeedy  Juftice,  That  this  Lyon  which  has  devou- 
red fo  many  Sheep,  may  not  only  be  removed  out  of 
the  way,  but  that  this  Iron  Scepter,  which  has  been  lifted 
up  to  break  this  poor  Nation  in  peices  like  a  Potters  Vef- 
fel,  may  be  wrefted  out  of  the  Hands  of  Tyrants  $  that 
my  honourable  Clients  (  for  whom  I  am  an  unworthyAd- 
vocate)  the  People  of  England,  niay  not  only  tafte,  but 
drink  abundvantly  of  thofe  fweet  Waters  of  that  Well  of 
Liberty,  which  this  renowned  Army  hath  digg'd  with 
their  Swords,  which  was  ft  opt  by  the  Philiftines,  the  fierce 
yew>  and  uncircumcifed  Canaanite,  the  Hopes  whereof 
made  me  readily  to  hearken  to  the  Call  to  this  Service,  as 
if  it  had  been  immediately  from  Heaven,  being  fully  fati£ 
fyed,  that  the  Prifoner  was  long  fince  condemned  to  dye 
by  God's  Law  (  which  being  more  noble  and  ancient  than 
any  Law  of  Man,  if  there  had  been  a  Statute  that  he  fhould 
not  dye,  yet  he  ought  to  be  put  to  Death  notwithftanding  ) 
and  that  this  High  Court  was  but  to  pronounce  the  Sen- 
tance  and  Judgment  written  againft  him :  And  though  I 
might  have  been  fufficiently  difcouraged,  in  refpe£lthat  my 
Reafon  is  far  lefs  then  others  of  my  Profeflion  $  yet  con- 
sidering that  there  are  but  two  Things  defirable,  to  make 
a  dumb  Man  eloquent,  namely,  a  good  Caufe,  and  good 
Judges,  the  firft  whereof  procures  the  Juftice  of  Heaven, 
and  the  fecond  Juftice  upon  Earth  5  and  thinking  that 
happily  God  might  make  ufe  of  one  mean  Man  at  the  Bar, 
amongft  other  learned  Council,  that  more  of  his  Mind 
might  appear  in  it  (  for  many  times  the  lefs  there  is  of 
Man,  the  more  God's  Glory  does  appear,  and  hitherto 
very  much  of  the  Mind  of  God  hath  appeared  in  this 
Aftion  )  I  went  as  cheerfully  about  it,  as  to  a  Wedding  j 
and  that  the  Glory  of  this  Adminiftration  may  be  wholly 
given  to  God,  I  defire  to  obferve  to  the  Praife  of  his  great 
Name,  the  Work  of  God  upon  my  own  Spirit,  in  his  gra- 
cious Affiftance  and  Prefence  with  me,  as  a  return  of  Prayer 
and  fruit  of  Faith,  believing  that  God  never  calls  to  the 
afting  of  any  Thing  fo  pleafing  to  him,  as  this  moft  excel- 
lent Court  of  Juftice  is  j  but  he  is  prefent  with  the  Honou- 
rable Judge,  and  thofe  that  wait  upon  them  :  I  have  been 
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fometimes  of  Councel  againft  Felons  and  Prifoners,  but  I 
never  moved  the  Court  to  proceed  to  Judgment  againft  any 
Felon,  or  to  keep  any  Man  in  Prifon,  but  I  trembled  at  it 
in  my  Thoughts,  as  thinking  it  would  be  eafier  to  give  an 
account  of  Mercy  and  Indulgence,  than  of  any  Thing  that 
might  look  like  Rigour  ;  but  now  my  Spirits  are  quite  of 
another  Temper,  and  I  hope  it  is  Meat  and  Drink  to  good 
Men,  to  have  Juftice  done,  and  Recreation  to  think  what 
benefit  this  Nation  will  receive  by  it. 

And  now,  my  Lord,  I  muft  as  the  Truth  is,  conclude 
him  guilty  of  more  tranfcendent  Treafons  and  enormous 
Crimes,  than  all  the  Kings  in  this  Part  of  the  World  have 
ever  been  :  And  as  he  that  would  picture  Vtnus,  muft  take 
the  Eyes  of  one,  the  Cheeks  of  another  beautiful  Woman, 
and  fo  other  Parts  to  make  a  compleat  Beauty  5  fo  to  deli- 
neate an  abfolute  Tyrant,  the  Cruelty  of  Richard  the 
Third,  and  all  the  Subtilty,  Treachery,  deep  Diffimula- 
tion,  abominable  Projects,  and  difhonourable  Shifts,  that 
ever  were  feperately  in  any  that  fwayed  the  Englifll  Scep- 
ter, confpired  together  to  make  their  Habitation  in  this 
Whitcd-wall  5  therefore  I  humbly  pray,  That  as  he  has 
made  himfelf  a  Prdident  in  committing  fuch  horrid  Ac~ts, 
which  former  Kings  and  Ages  knew  not,  and  have  been  a- 
fraid  to  think  of,That  your  Lordfhip  and  this  HighCourt,out 
of  your  fublime  Wifdoms  and  for  Juftice  fake,  would  make 
him  an  Example  for  other  Kingdoms  for  the  Time  to  come : 
That  the  Kings  of  the  Earth  may  hear  and  fear,  and  do 
no  more  fo  wickedly:  That  he  which  would  not  be  a  Pa- 
tern  of  Vertue,  and  an  Example  of  Juftice  in  his  Life, 
may  be  a  Prefident  of  Juftice  to  others  by  his  Death. 

Courteous  Reader,  For  thy  full  Satisfaction  in  matter  of 
Law,  How  the  late  King  was  by  the  Law  of  the  Land  ac- 
countable for  his  Tyrannous  and  Trayterous  Exorbitancies, 
1  refer  thee  to  my  Lord  Prefidents  moft  Learned  and  Judici- 
ous Speech  before  the  Sentence  read  :  And  I  have  one 
Word  to  add,  That  High  Court  was  a  Refemblance  and 
Reprefentation  of  the  great  Day  of  Judgment,  when  the 
Saints  fhall  judge  all  wordly  Powers,  and  where  this  Judg- 
ment will  be  confirmed  and  admired,  for  it  was  not  only 
homirn  but  bene  $  not  only  good  for  the  Matter,  but  the 
Manner  of  proceeding.     This  High  Court  did  not  only 

confult 


C4i  1 

confult  with  Heaven  for  Wifdom  and  Direction  (a  Prefl- 
dent  for  other  Courts  to  begin  every  folemn  A£iion  with 
Prayer  )  but  examin'd  Witnefles  feveral  Days  upon  Oath 
to  inform  their  Confciences,  and  received  abundant  Satif* 
fa&ion  in  a  judicial  Way  (  which  by  the  Law  of  the  Land 
was  not  requifite  in  Treafon,  the  Prifoner  (landing  mute  ) 
as  Judges,  which  before  was  moft  notorious  and  known  to 
them,  as  private  Perfons,  and  having  moft  perfpicuoufly 
difcerned,  and  weigh'd  the  Merits  of  the  Caule  in  the 
Ballances  of  the  Sanftuary,  Law  and  right  Reafon,  pro- 
nounced as  righteous  a  Sentence  as  ever  was  given  by  Mor- 
tal Men.  And  yet  what  Aflion  was  ever  fo  good,  but  was 
traduced  ?  Not  only  by  unholy  Men,  but  by  the  holy  Men 
of  the  World  $  that  Profeflers  fhould  pray  for  Juftice,  and 
then  repine  at  the  Execution  of  it :  Blefled  Lord  !  How 
does  the  God  of  this  World  ftorm,  now  his  Kingdom  is 
fhaking  ?  An  enlightened  Eye  muft  needs  fee  that  it  is  the 
Defign  of  Heaven  to  break  all  human  Glory  with  an  Iron 
Scepter,  that  will  not  kifs  his  Golden  Scepter,  and  to  exalt 
Juftice  and  Mercy  in  the  Earth.  I  confefs,  if  the  greater 
Part  of  the  World  fhould  approve  fuch  high  and  noble 
Afts  of  Juftice,  it  might  be  iufpe£ied,  becaufe  the  moft 
People  will  judge  erroneoufly  $  but  that  Chriftians  that 
have  fafted  and  prayed  many  Years  for  Juftice,  fhould  now 
be  angry  to  fee  it  done,  what  is  it  ?  But  like  foolifh  Paflen- 
gers  that  having  been  long  at  Sea  in  dangerous  Storms,  as 
they  are  entring  into  the  quiet  Haven,  to  be  mad  with  the 
Pilot  becaufe  he  will  not  return  into  the  angry  Seas  $  but 
Ifhall  obferve  one  PafTage  in  the  Lord  Prefident's  Speech, 
as  a  Scholar  may  prefume  to  fay  a  Word  after  his  Mafter, 
concerning  the  many  Menaces  and  minatory  dangerous 
Speeches  which  are  given  forth  concerning  this  High 
Court :  If  Men  muft  be  kill'd  for  the  faithful  Difcharge  of 
their  Duties  to  God  and  their  Country,  I  am  fure  the  Mur- 
therer  will  have  the  worft  of  it  in  Conclufion,  if  he  fhould 
not  be  known  here,  (tho*  Murther  is  a  Sin  that  feldom  goes 
unpunifh'd  in  this  World  5  and  never  did  any  Jefuit  hold 
it  meritorious  to  kill  Men  for  bringing  Tyrants  and  Mur- 
therers  to  Juftice,  or  to  do  fuch  horrid  Afls  in  the  Sight  of 
the  Sun.)  It  was  a  noble  Saying  of  the  Lord  Prefident, 
That  he  was  afraid  of  nothing  fo  much  as  the  not  doing  of 
Juftice  j  and  when  he  was  called  to  that  high  Place  which 
was  put  upon  him,  he  fought  it  not,  but  defired  to  be  ex- 
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cufed  more  than  once  5  not  to  decline  a  Duty  to  God  and 
the  People  for  fear  of  any  Lofs  or  Danger  (being  above 
fuch  Thoughts  by  many  Stories,  as  A&ions  teftify)  but  al- 
ledging,  That  of  himfelf,  out  of  an  humble  Spirit,  which 
if  others  had  faid  of  him,  I  am  fure  they  had  done  him  a 
great  d<*al  of  Wrong  :  And  tho'  he  might  have  been  fuffi- 
ciently  difcourag'd^  becaufe  it  was  a  new  unprefidented 
Tribunal  of  condemning  a  King  (becaufe  never  did  any 
King  fo  tyrannize  and  butcher  the  People  }  find  me  but  that 
in  any  Hiftory,  and  on  the  other  fide  the  Leaf  you  (hall 
find  him  more  than  beheaded,  even  to  be  quartered,  and 
given  to  be  Meat  to  the  Fowls  of  the  Air)  yet  the  Glory  yf 
God,  and  the  Love  of  Juftice,  conftrained  him  to  accept  it, 
and  with  what  great  Wifdom  and  undauntednefs  of  Refo- 
lution/joyn'd  with  a  fweet  Meeknefs  of  Spirit,  he  hath 
performed  it,  is  moft  evident  to  all,the  Mulignants  themfelves 
being  Judges.  Concerning  this  High  Court,  to  fpeak  any 
thing  of  this  Glorious  Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  is  but  to 
fliew  the  Sun  with  a  Candle  (the  Sun  of  Juftice  now  ftiines 
moft  glorioufly,  and  it  will  be  fair  Weather  in  the  Nation  3 
but  alas,  the  poor  Mole  is  blina  ftill,  and  cannot  fee  it  3 
but  none  fo  blind  as  they  that  will  riot  fee  it)  however,  it 
is  not  proper  or  convenient  for  me  at  prefent,  to  fpeak  all 
the  Truth  that  I  know  (the  Generations  that  are  to  come 
will  call  thembleffcd)  concerning  th^e  Integrity  and  Juftice 
of  their  Proceedings,  left  I  that  am  a  Servant  fhould  be 
counted  a  Sycophant,  which  I  abhor  in  my  Soul,  as  my  Bo- 
dy does  Poifon  3  and  this  I  will  be  bold  to  fay  (which  I 
hope  God  guides  my  Hand  to  write)  This  High  Court 
hath  cut  off  the  Head  of  a  Tyrant,  and  they  have  done 
well  j  undoubtedly  it  is  the  beft  Aftion  that  they  ever  did 
311  all  their  Lives,  a  Matter  of  pure  Envy,  not  Hatred,  for 
never  fhall  or  can  any  Men  in  this  Nation  promerit  fo  much 
Honour  as  thefe  have  done,  by  any  Execution,  of  Juftice 
comparable  to  this  5  and  in  fo  doing,  they  have  pronounced 
Sentence  not  only  againft  one  Tyrant,  but  Tyranny  it  felf  3 
therefore  if  any  of  them  /hall  turn  Tyrants,  or  confent  to 
fet  up  any  kind  of  Tyranny  by  a  Law,  or  fuffer  any  unmer- 
ciful domineering  over  the  Consciences,  Perfons  a'n d  Efta tes 
of  the  free  People  of  this  Land,  they  have  pronounced  Sen* 
fence  againft  themfelves  :  But  good  Trees  cannot  bring 
forth  bad  Fruits ;  therefore  let  all  defperate  Malignants 
repent  ere  it  be  too  late?  of  any  fuch  ungodly  Purpofes, 
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and  fight  no  longer  againft  GdcL  Every  Man  is  fown 
i  here  as  a  Seed  or  Grain,  and  grows  up  tote  a  Tree,  it  be- 
hoves us  all  to  fee  in  what  Ground  we  ftancl  :  Holy  and 
righteous  Men  will  be  found  to  be  Timber  for  the  great 
Building  of  God  in  his  Love,when  Tyrants  and  Enemies  to 
Ho  inefs  and  Juftice,  will  be  for  a  Threfhold  or  Footftool  to 
be  trodden  upon,  or  fit  for  the  Fire. 

Laftly,  for  my  felf,  I  blefs  God,  I  have  not  fo  much 
Fear  as  comjs  to  the  Thoufand  Part  of  a  Grain  j  it  is  for  a 
Cain  to  be  afraid  that  every  Man  that  meets  him  ivilljlay  him  : 
I  am  not  much  follicitous  whether  I  dye  of  a  Confumption, 
or  by  the  Hand  of  Kavilliackj%  I  leave  that  to  my  Heavenly 
Father  :  If  it  be  his  Will  that  I  fhall  fall  by  the  Hand  of 
Violence,  it  is  the  Lord,  let  htm  do  what  he  pleafeth  :  If  my 
Indentures  be  given  in  before  the  Term  of  my  Apprentice- 
jfhip  be  expired,  and  that  I  be  at  my  Father's  Houfe  before  it 
be  Night,  I  am  fure  there  is  no  hurt  in  all  this  :  If  I  have 
but  fo  much  Time  left,  I  /hall  pray  my  Father  to  forgive 
the  Murtherer  5  the  Blood  of  Chrift  can  wafti  away  Sins  of 
the  deepeft  Stain,  but  when  he  £qcs  his  Childrens  Blood 
fprinkled  upon  the  bloody  Wretch,  he  loves  every  Member 
as  he  loves  himfelf.  But  know  this,  ye  that  have  conceived 
any  defperate  Intentions  againft  thofe  honourable  Juftices* 
who  have  made  you  Freemen,  unlefs  you  will  return  to 
Egypt}  if  God  in  Wrath  to  you,  and  Love  to  any  of  his 
People,  fhould  fuffer  you  to  imbrue  your  Hands  in  any  of 
their  innocent  Blood,  either  you  will  repent  or  not  5  if 
you  repent,  it  will  coft  you  ten  times  more  Anguifh  and 
Grief  of  Heart,  than  the  Pleafure  of  the  Sin  can  caufe  De- 
light $  and  what  a  bafe  Thing  is  it  to  do  that  which  muft  be 
repented  of  at  the  beft  ?  But  if  you  repent  not,  it  had 
been  better  for  you  to  have  never  been  born.  But  let 
every  Man  be  faithful  in  doing  his  Duty,  and  truft  God 
with  the  Succefs,  and  rejoyce  in  Chrift  in  the  Teftimony 
of  a  good  Conference  5  for  he  that  hath  not  a  Soul  to  lofe9 
hath  nothing  to  lofe  :  But  blefled  be  God,  I  have  no  Soul 
to  lofe,  therefore  I  defire  only  to  fear  him,  whom  to  fear, 
is  the  Beginning  of  Wifdom  :  And  for  all  Malignants  to  come 
in,  and  joyn  with  honeft  Men  in  fettling  this  Nation  upon 
Noble  Principles  of  Juftice,  Freedom,  and  Mercy  to  the 
Poor,  will  be  their  beft  and  greateft  Underftanding. 
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